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THE three great Subjects, with which 
a Christian Minifter is concerned, 
are the Word of God, the Church of God, 
and the Chriftian Life. Circumftances 
and occafions will ibrnetimes dirett his 
thoughts to one of thefe, and fometimes to 
another: but fo long as any of the three 
are before him, he is within the circle of 
his duty. 

I was led to the fubjed: of the following 
Effay, by an accident. I am a Curate in a 
country parifti; who make it my bufinefs, 
and have found it my pleafure, to teach the 
children of my people, privately in my own 
houfe, and publickly in the Church; and 
I am, for the prefent, the only Sunday 
Schoolmqfier of the place. In the courfe of 
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VI PREFACE. 

my inftru&ions, I had occafion to obferve, 

thr.t the Catechifm of the Church of En£- 

land, though a.moft excellent Summary of 

the Chriftian Dodirme, is deficient in one 

point, viz. the Conftitittion of the Church 

of Chrifi ; the knowledge of which, in a 

certain degree, is neceflary to the preferva- 

tion of that Chanty which is the end of the 

Commandment; and, for the want of which, 

fo many are drawn away from the Churchy 

who would certainly have remained with 

it, if they had known what it is. Yet is 

our Catechifm ndt fo deficient,; but that it 

iticlutfes the grand diftin&ion betwixt the 

World and the Church j which diftin6tioft 

■Jbgiiig -explained, 1 found we were poffeffed 

t>f a leading idea, which gave fo -much 

light to my young pupils, that I detei> 

mined to go through the ftibjecSt. 

As I have been perfuadcd* ever' iince I 
began to thirik <*i thefd things; of the great 
importance of uniformity in wotfhip amongft 
'Chriftians: fo have I been led JfrobfeXve* 

on 



preface yij 

on the other liand, the rti^ny evil confer 
quences of Non- conformity, with the da«r 
gerous delufions of the mind, arifing fropst 
the harangues of preachers pretending tp 
extraordinary gifts, while they ate but half 
learned in the Gofpel, which they under?* 
take to publifl^ and are greatly miftaken 
in the fpirit of it. I fee how foremen 
are cheated with- the appearance of being 
converted .to godlinefs^. when r they are, only 
^converted -flpm. one fin to another ; ; from 
jbving the .world, to : hating ,thpir ; neigj>* 
hours,;, frpm the eoldnefs of Church dey**- 
<ioh, to an- uncharitable Jheat againft ttye 
Church itfelf ;: from* the ttipral philcfojjfcjr 
ttf fomp of our pulpits, to the . Antinomi^a 
Faith, which gives men a Ucejafe to fiftx 
irom the drunkenriefs ^of ythe htidy*. t&<ifep 
intoxication of the mind, with ;.fp|riti»l 
$>ride and falfe doftrine. 

I . am well affured, that i£ this- fybjedt ;of 
the Church, now fo much; nejglQ&ed, aa4 
»lmoft forgotten by thofe who • are moil 

A 4 ' . <as^ 



V1U fKEFACE. 

concerned to underftand it, fliould come to 
be better confidered ; there would be more 
true piety, and more peace, more of thofc 
virtues which will be required in Heaven, 
and which muft therefore be fir ft learned 
upon earth. 

* 

Some amongft us err, becaufe they know 
not the Scriptures; and others, becaufe they 
never confidered the nature of the Church** 
Some think they can make their own re- 
ligion, and fo they defpife the word of 
God, and fall into infidelity. Others think 
they can make their own Church, or even 
be a Church unto themfelves ; and fo they 
fell into the delufions of Enthufiafm, or 
t&e uncharitablenefs of Schifm. But, as 
ihejpe is nothing to enlighten the minds of 
roen jn the do&rines of falvation, but the 
word of God^; fo, is there nothing that 
can unite their hearts and affe&ions, but 
the Church of God. Ye are one breads 
and ofte body, faith the Apoftle; one body 

by 



PREFACE. IX 

by partaking of one bread ; and that can 
only be in the fame communion. 

Inf the weighing of thefethings, the pre- 
vailing fpirit of the times, and the fanttion 
which it may have given either to the 
profligate (inner, or to the prefumptuous 
faint, are of no account upon the fcale. 
In the fettling of principles, we are never 
to confider how the world hath pradiifed, 
but how God hath taught. The pra&ice 
of the multitude, how great foever that 
multitude may be, hath no influence lipon 
truth : - yet it / will ftagger the minds of 
many, and carry them away, as^with an 
overbearing torrent. Happy are they who 
have abetter rule todiredl them. Ttay 
know that man appl&udf, highly applauds f ' 
what God abominates: and the higher the 
applaufe, the more room there is for fuf4 
picion. They know that the voice of the mul-i 
titudewas againft Jefus Chrift, when but few 
were for hiii}; and they had hid themfelves* 

and 



and dared not to fpeak their minds. When 
Noah followed the diredtion of God in 
building the Ark, for the faving of his 
houfe, the world was againft him. To 
them no ark was neceflary, becaufe they 
had determined amongft themfelves, that 
there would be no flood; and confequently> 
that Noah was a bigot, whofe undertakings 
while it expofed himfelf, was an invidious 
reflexion upon the age. When the father 
of the faithful followed the calling of God, 
there were none to ftand by him and en* 
courage himj he was feparated from his 
neareft relations ; and wherefoever he went, 
he was under fears and dangers from peo*- 
ple of a falfe perfuafion. When Jefus 
Chrift broughf with him from Heaven, 
th# Light which was to be the glory of 
his people ; one ruler of the Jews came to* 
him by ftealth in the night, to confult him 
as a teacher* come from God. So great 
wag the authority of a blinded multitude, 

fiut a ruler of the people was afraid of 

being 
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being brought into difgrace, bf con- 
Verfing perfonally with the Saviour of the 
world ! . 

The times, therefore, and the people 
-who live in them, are never to beconfidered 
t>y us, when we are feeking or following 
the truth, on the ground of its own pfopet 
evidence. • When it was afked, With a de- 
sign to perplex the people, who, of the 
Rulers, or of the Pbarifees, had believed ? 
our Saviour gave them k different rule*: 
-*Why do ye riot ofyourfeives, faid he, judge 
'ivhat is right ; without going frrft to con- 
sult thofe, who ire -blinded by falfe learn- 
ing, and, with an appearance of greafc 
4kn<?tity, have impofed upon the people? 
4< See," faith one, " how fail dur da&rinfc 
is increafing ! all the learned are goin£ 
after it ; and you muft all fubmit to it in x 
Very (hort time." And whb are they that 
thus reafon with us ? The very fame pei^. 
fons, whd declaim To loudly on the fallibi*. 
iity of all men j arid -yet hold themfeives 46, 
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be little lefs than infallible in the choice of 
their own opinions. Let error rife as high 
as it can ; and let truth fink as low as a 
wicked world can reduce it ; the difference 
between them i& the fame as ever; and we 
(hall ftill find it wifer and better to follow 
the fetting fun, as Columbus did when be 
difcovered the Indies. The meteor of 
Herefy, which blazes, and dazzles us for 
a while with its appearance, will burn out, 
and leave not a fpark behind; while the 
fun only fets to rife again. Such will 
be the fate of the Church, and of the 
dodh;ines of truth by which it is fup- 
ported. 

There never was a time from the begin- 
ning of the world, when thore was not a 
party againft the Church of God : arid our 
Ifrael muft have its enemies, as that Church 
had which came out of Egypt. In the firft 
age of the Gofpel, the Apoftle St. Jude 
fpokc experimentally of thofe whom he 
then faw, or prophetically of thofe whom 

we 
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We (hould fee, that they go in the way of 
Cain, and run after the error of Balaam, 
and perifli in the gainfaying of Corah. If 
our governors were as cruel as Pharaoh '\ 
fome would rejoice at it, and upbraid us 
with every difadvantage wc might be under 
from hard ufage ; as a fign that the Church 
is a thing of no confequence, and that all 
thofe who belong to it are the vaffals of 
the ftate. If the Church were as pure as 
Abel, the envy and jealoufy of Cain would 
hate its offerings and facrifices. If its or- 
der and ceconomy were as perfedt as in that 
Church which covered the face of the earth 
in its paflage to Canaan, the felf-interefted 
ipirit of the mercenary Balaam, would en- 
deavour to bring a curfe upon it, and blaft 
its greatnefs. If its governors were as 
manifeftly fupported in their commiflion, 
as Mofes and Aaron; the fpiritual pride of 
Corah would fet up the holinefs of the 
congregation agaiixft its priefthood, and the 
power of the people againft the civil ma- 
6 ^Sfcwfcs.* 
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{riftjrate, who gives it prptedtion. /;E^» 
none of thefe things ought : to ftagger Oj 
Airprize a reader of the Scripture ; they aj$ 

all to be expected: thefe things, were vun 
examples: and the Church >v<fruld not he 
ths Church of Cod, if there were ra>ne ta 
rife up againft it. ■- 

With thefe confidesatipns in, his mind,. 
and not without them, a reader will be 
prepared to examine what I have written* 
upon the Church. If any of our Differ- 
ing brethren fhould look into this little 
piece , and find the matter fo reprefented a» 
to engage their attention ; ipy prayer fhall ' 
he with them, that God may give them then 
grace to caft out the bitter leaven of 3 pajrty- 
fpirit; to Jay afide all tempqfal motives 
and ijQterefis, and confider the Church (as. 
I have dooe) only fo j&r as it is jelatedita 
the other world. To aoy particular • Qn 
national Church, all temporal alliances are 
but; momentary confederations, which pafo 
away wjth the fafluon of this world * an4 

% * the 
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the Church may be either with them, 
or without them, as it was in the firft 
ages: but the Church itfelf, under the 
relation it bears to Jefus Chrift, abideth 
for ever. 
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CHAP. I. 

OF THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN T*HE WORLD 
AND THE CHURCH; WITH THE NATtf&E ANB 
CHARACTER OF BOTH SOCIETIES. 

TWO things of a contrary nature are beft 
underftood when they are placed near to 
one another, or compared together in die mind. 
The fummer is better underftood, and more to 
be valued, when we compare it with the winter; 
a feafon in which fo many comforts are wanting, 
which the fummer affords us. The bleffings of 
government are more acceptable, when com- 

B <<£»£&> 



2 ESSAY ON THE CHURCH. 

pared with the miferies of anarchy. "We have 
the like advantage, when we compare together 
tht'cburcb and the world* thofc two focieties of 
which we are members: of the world by our 
natural birth; of the church by our fpiritual 
birth in baptifm. When we are admitted into 
the Chriftian covenant, we renounce this world 
as a wicked world, and become members of the 
church, which is called the holy church. Both 
thefe focieties are influential on thofe who be- 
long to themj the one corrupts, the other 
fandtifies ; therefore it is of the laft importance 
to mankind to confider and underftand the dif- 
ference between them, 

Jf we aflc, why the world is called wicked, 
we (hall find it to he fuch from the nature and 
manners of its inhabitants s for the world, as it 
means the fyftera of the vifible creation, can 
have no harm in it. There can be no wicked- 
nefs, where there is no moral agency nor free- 
dom of aft ion. 

From the fin of Adam; and the effe&s of his 
fall, the ftate of man by nature is a ftate of fin. 
The Scripture is fo exprefs in this, that it is 
not neceflary to infift upon it. A difpofition to 
evil comes into the world with every man, and 

is 



ESSAY ON THE CHURCH. 3 

is as a feed, which brings forth its fruit through- 
out the couffe of his life. Many evil paflions 
difturb and agitate his mind; and from the ig- 
norance or darknefs which prevails in him, he 
knows not that he is to refill them in order to 
his peace and happinefs, nor hath he ability fo to 
do, if he did know it. The worft and the moft 
violent of all his paflions is pride, which affects 
fuperiority, and delights in vain fhew and pom- 
pous diftih&ion ; whether it be that of wealth, 
or honour, or wifdom. Covetoufnete difpofes 
him to take all he can to himfelf, and pay no 
regard to the wants of others $ whence the ftate 
of nature is a ftate of war, in which men plun- 
der and deftroy one another $ riot knowing the 
way of peace, whiqh confifts only with reftraint, 
and muft be taught them from above $ the way 
of peace have they not known, faith the Scrip- - 
ture. * 

Man knows all things by education, but no- 
thing by nature, except, as the Apoftle faith, 
what be knoweth naturally as a brute beaft. The 
world, as we fee it now, is under the reftraint 
of laws, which in fome countries are better in. 
themfelves and better executed than in others: 
but if there were no laws and no govemtt\o\t& 
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to execute them, then 'we fhpuld fee what a t 
fCqie of deftr uftion and mifcry this world would 
be, through the finfulnefc of man's nature* 
Fraud, rapine, and cruelty, thofe thr.e£ dreadful 
monftcrs make ftrange havock amqngft us, not- 
withftanding the laws and regulations of focjety: 
what then would this world be without them ?' 

With refpe& to God, the ftate of man fe a 
ftate of rebellion, alienation, and condemnation. 
His ways are fa oppofite to the will of God, 
that he is faid to be fit enmity with him. He 
has no alliance with his Maker, either as a child, 
a fubjeft, or a fervantj but being under a 
general law of difobedience, can inherit nothing 
from God byt wrath and punifhment. 

You will fee this account verified by the 
plaineft declarations of the Scriptui!e.~Fii»fl^ 
as to the enmity of the world againft God. If 
the wqrld batejrcu, faith our Lord when he came 
to fave it, ye know that, it bated me* before it 
hated you. Secondly, as to their alienatioa or 
departure from all alliance with him— ym that 
rjQQrefome time aticnattd cmd enemies in jour minds 
*by wicked works \ faith St. Paul, Col. i. 21.: 
and again, fpeaking Qf the natural ftate of the 
E$h$fiaw bsforq their converfipn, he : defcribe* 

' them 



2S5AY ON THE CHURCH. 5 

them as aliens and grangers from the covenants 
. of promife, baviftg no hope, and without God in 
the world. In which paffage, there is fome- 
thing farther than appears from the found of the 
words j for when we read, without God in the 
world, the words, in the world, are emphatical, 
and denote this wicked world, fnch as we have 
been defcribing it, of which they that are mem- 
bers* muft of courfc be without God, and with- 
out hope : they belong to a fociety which knows 
him 'not. 

Then, thirdly, that the world is under con- 
demnation ; we are chaftened of the Lord, faith 
St. Paul, that we fhould not be condemned with 
the wdrld: whence it is evident, that the world, 
as fuchy i$ under condemnation, and can eapeft 
nothing of God, but punifhment for fin. 

We are now prepared to take a review of 
this Ibcicty called the world. It is compofed of 
men loft by the fall j difpofed to all manner of 
evil: ignorant of the way of peace ; at enmity 
with God, and with one another -, delighting 
themfclvcs in the pride of appearance, and the 
vanity of diftin&ion. In a word, the whole 
world lieth in wickednejs, and they that are con* 
demned for fin, will be condemned with the 

b 3 worlds 
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world, whofe condemnation, therefore, is a 
thing of courfe. What human philofophy may 
lay of this defcription of the world, we are not 
to regard : if it is the defcription which ftands 
in the Holy Scripture, we are not to confider 
what men may fay of it. A proud world will 
never be pleafed to fee an humiliating defcrip- 
tion of itfelf. 

r 

Such then is the world, and fuch are we all, 
fo far as we are members of it. God therefore 
of his infinite mercy takes us out of this wicked 
fociety, and tranfiates us into another. He 
delivers us from the power of darknefs, and tran- 
fiates us inty the kingdom of bis dear fon , and 
without this tranflation we are inevitably loft. 
You are here to obferve, that the kingdom of 
Chrift is one of the names of his church ; and 
they that are in it, as it is diftinguifhed from 
the world, are called children of the kingdom. 
Its nature is totally different from the kingdoms 
of this world (of which we fhall fee more here- 
after) for as the world is called wicked, fo the 
church is called holy, and all the holinefs that 
can be in man, muft. be derived from thence. 
If we enquire how, and in what refpe&s, the 
church is holy, we find it muft be fo from its 

relation 
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relation to God. It is called the cbureb of God y 
and he being holy, every thing that belongs* to 
him mufl be fo of courfe. And further, it is a 
fbciety, or body, of which the Holy Spirit is 
the life j and this life being communicated to 
thofe who are taken into the church, they arc 
thereby made partakers of an holy life, which is 
eifewhere called the life of God; from which life 
they are alienated who are out of this ibeietyr 
It is holy in its facraments ; our baptifm is an 
holy baptifm, from the Holy Spirit of God* 
the Lord's Supper is qri holy facrifice : the or- 
dinance of abfoliKk>o^|s for the forgivenefs of 
paft fin, that the^jtwafjers of the church may 
be recovered frorijfta^ib a ftate of holinefs, and 
peace with God. Tk£^ church is holy in its 
priefthood j all the offices of which are for the 
fandti Scat ion of the people. 

The contrary nature of the two focieties I 
have been lpeaking of, will now be better un- 
derstood, when they are compared together. 
In the one, men are in a loft condition ; in the 
other, they are in a ftate of falvation : for as the 
world is alienated from God y the church is in 
alliance and covenant with him, and partaker 
of his promifes. As the world is under con- 

B 4 demnation, 
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damnation, the church is under grace and par- 
don of fin : its baptifm wafhes away original fin, 
^nd gives a new birth to purity and righteouf- 
»efs ; its other facrament of the Lord's fupper 
maintains that fpiritual life which is begun at; 
baptifm, as meat and drink fupport the life wfe 
receive at our natural birth. As? the World is 
without hope, the Chriftian hath hope in death* 
through the Refiirredtion of Chrift, and is af- 
fured, that he who is united to the life of God> 
can never die : fox God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living. While the wicked arc 
to perifti with the world which they inhabit, 
the children of God are heirs with Cbrijf of an 
eternal kingdom. 

The Church is alfo holy, when by the word 
Church, we underftand the Building or place 
in which the people af&mble to accomplifh the 
Service of God. As the world, on the other hand, 
hath always had its unholy Places of Aftembly, its 
theatre, its Idci Temples, &e. which unfandlify 
and pollute thofe who frequent them. Under 
the Jewifh State of the Church, the temple is 
called the holy temple y or holy place-,, (F±«b.) and 
a part of it was called the meft holy place. Our 
Saviour allows that the Temple Janftified the 

gold, 



BSSAY ON THE CHURCH. 9 

gold, which was offered in it, and confequently 
all other offerings and facrifices there made. 
Now, if that temple was holy, whole glory was' 
to be done away, certainly the place of Chriftian. 
worfhip, called the church, muft be holy alio. 
For why was the Temple at Jerufalem holy,' 
but becaufe the prefcnce of God attended it ? 
And has he not promifed to be in the midft of 
us ? And muft not our churches therefore be 
holy upon the fame account ? And are they not 
guilty of a great fin,' who treat any church with 
irreverence? Much more if they defpife or de- 
' file it ? For it is faid, he that defikth the temple 
of God, him jh all God deftroy. 

But nothing will fhew us the difference be- 
tween the world and the church, fo effe&ualtyy 
,as when we confider who is at the head of each 
fociety. Chrift is the head of the church, and r 
the Devil is the prince of this world, who is alfo 
called the God of this world. They who are in 
the church, are in the kingdom of Chrift ; 
which, -though not of this world!, as not deriving 
its power from thence, is yet in the world. 
They who are of this world, are in the kingdom 
of Satan, and under his power : as the heathens' 
arc faid to have been before they were redeemed* 

b 5 ^YOT\ 
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from it, and brought over to the kingdom of 
God : which tranflatton was fignificd by the re- 
demption of the Hebrews, from under .the 
power of Pharaoh. 

If we enquire into the. refpe<5tive charafters of 
the head of the church, and the prince of this 
world, , as they are defcribed under a variety of 
names, the oppofition is wonderful j and it will 
be found very inftrudUve, becauie there is the 
fame oppofition betwixt thp children of each. 

The head of die church is called Jefus the 
Saviour: the head of this world is a deftroyer- y in 
Hebrew, Abaddon : in Greek, Apollyon. 

The one is the true light \ that is, a fpirituaL 
Jight to the foul of man * the other is the prince 
of darknefs. 

The one is a jhepherd, gathering the lambs* 
with hk arm, and feeding his flock -, the other 
is a lion who goeth to' and fro in the earth,, 
feeking wb*m he* may devour. 

The one is a lamb ? meek,, innocent, and fpot- 
lefs : the other is. a Jerpent ; deceitful, fubtile,» 
and with poifon under his lips. 

The one is the phyfician of fouls,, who went* 
about healing the lick, and raifing the dead :. 
ike other is the infli&er of difeafes,. bowing men. 

down* 

4 
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down with infirmities*; binding them with the 
bonds of affli&ion; and was a murderer from the 
beginning ; for he brought death into the world, 
by the temptation of man in Paradife. Men 
murder individuals; but Satan murders a whole 
world at once: and is the prince of mur- 
derers. 

The one delivers men who are under .tempta- 
tion Co fin j the other is the temper, who leads 
them into it. And as the one is the advocate of 
finners, interceding for them as their prieft and 
mediator ; the other is the grand accufer, who is 
therefore called the Devil,, which fignifies an* 
accufer. 

And laftlyv (for I think we need go* ho far- 
ther at prefent) the one is the truth,, the other- 
is a lyar, and the father of lies*. 

The like difference is found in the children: 
of this world* and the children of the kingdom. 
of God; that is, between the wicked world,. 
who are under die power of Satan, and the Holy 
Church, which, is the flock of Cbrift, and takes 
him for its, pattern.. It cannot be otherwife;. 
the ipirit of the head muft be diffufed through, 
the members;, and you will fee it to be 
true: firft, with . refpe&.to the Holy Church* 

s6 # 
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of Chrift ; whofe difciples are taught to relieve 
one another in their wants, and fave one another 
in their diftref&j rejoicing and fuffering together, 
as the members of the fame body ; and doing 
good unto all men. His minifters are Jhefherds ; 
his followers, frojn the firft ages of Chfiftianity, 
were accounted '.and treated asjheepfor tbejlaugb^ 
/pr, and- were patient and unrefifting. They 
exhort and encourage one another to good? 
works, and being united together under a- bond 
of peace* their charity coveretb a multitude of 
fin*\ that i$, it hideth and concealeth the many 
f&ilings of ttai* brethren for- the love of Chrift, 
inftcad of aggravating their offences, and judg-% 
ing them unmercifully. They are children of 
Ifght, who derive the light of wiidom firom the 
word of God j and walk openly and honeftiy, as 
in the day. In their converiacion-, they are true 
and faithful, and give you a di*e& anfwer, with- 
out difgirife or fubterfuge. 

Such ought* to be the members- of the holy 
Church of Ghrifh this is the charaSe^ intends 
for them, though many fell fhort of it, and 
fame totally depart from itr. But the vifible 
church memberfhip of men, does not depend 
upon their manners and opinions-; nor indeed 
5 - upon 
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upon any thing they can do for thcmielves* 
becaufc it is the gift of God:, by his minifters * 
fo that a man in a holy church may be an un- 
ho]y man : for the kingdom of heaven, or 
church of.Chrift, is like a net caft into the lea, 
which gathers of every kind, both bad and 
good; and an effectual feparation is never made 
between them, till the Angels drag this net to the 
fhore, to gather the good into veffels, and caft 
the bad away. If we bear this cafe in mind, ic 
will deliver us from a great deal of perplexity. 
It is truly a forrowful fa&, that the children 06 
God, in too- many inftances, depart from their 
proper character : but the charadler proper to 
the worid, is, in all reljredts, like that of Satan> 
wicked and miferable. 

As the devil is the prince of this world, his 
children fet their affe&ions upon, if 5 and it is 
the mam purpole of their lives to obtain anct 
enjoy it at any rate.- For this they fell their 
fouls, and if they get the world in exchange, 
they think they are gainers by the bargain. 

As he is the prince pf darknefs, fo do they 
fell into ignorance, and blindnefs of heart, and 
love darknefs rather than light, that their deeds 
may not be reproved. They hate the word of 
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God, as owls and bats hate the day-light; and 
difpute fiercely for their errors, left information 
and convi&ion fliould bring them to repent- 
ance. 

As the Devil is a defiroyer^ fo do the chil- 
dren of this world deftroy one another. Their 
wife politics produce war and defolationj their 
error and delufion of mind ftir them up to the 
perfecution of the fervantsof God: and wherever 
we fee oppreffion, and cruelty/ and perfecution, 
there we fee the fpirit of the Devil, the father 
of perfecution* who, by violence, will terrify^ 
and compel, where he cannot perfuade. 

As he is a ferpent, fo his children are a gene- 
ration of vipers, double-tongued, and deceitful* 
imooth and flattering on fome occafions, but 
waiting to give a deadly bite when they^are of- 
fended and provoked. Their way is crooked 
and uncertain, like the path of a. ferpent. An. 
honeft man, whole path is direft and plain* can. 
never tell what to make of them, becaufe they' 
pretend to be going one way,, while they are 
going another ; and they often gain their en<^ 
by it ; as the twiftings of the ferpenL carry him 
to the point he aims at*. 

As 
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As Lucifer fell from Heaven for rebellion^ 
all his children are impatient under authority ;. 
and in this capacity they are called Jons of Belial - r 
which means, that they can bear no fuperior- 
Patience, and obedience* and fubmiffion, are 
eflential to the Chriftian chara&er. Chrift him- 
felf is pur pattern, who allowed that the power 
of Pilate^ fp unjuftly exercifed, was given him 
from above, and fubmitted to his fentence, whea 
he could have ftruck him dead upon his bench. 
But refiftance is the Devil's do&rine,^and the. 
world's pra&ice* The Gofpel teaches us, that 
the things which are highly efteemed among: 
men, are an abomination in the fight of God,, 
and here we fee it verified ; nothing is more de- 
teftable to the God of peace, than the fin of 
rebellion f. and nothing h more magnified and 
applauded by the children of this world f who 
have fet what they call the power of the peo- 
ple y above the power of God Almighty. He 
ordains government, and kings are his minifters; 
but the people are told, that they have power 
to overthrow hi& ordinance, and judge his vice- 
gerents. 

As the Devil is a tempter y his children aft 
voder him in that capacity; moil wicked men 

box* 
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have a ftrangc defire to make all others as 
wicked as themfelves. The world is full of 

r 

feduccrs, who tempt men to felfe principles, 
and immorality of life. Some get their live- 
lihood by the corruption of other people ; and 
mod infidels and heretics are fo diligent in 
fpreading their opinions, that if the friends of 
truth were equally zealous, the world would not 
be able to ftand againft them. 

As the Devil is the grand accufer, fo doth the 
world delight kfclf in evil-fpeaking. Railing 
and (tendering is their great amufement. Evil 
words* are not pointed againft evil things. The 
world delights to afperfe thofe, who are unlike 
to themfelves. There never was a good man, 
nor ever wilt be, who was not pvil fpoken of, 
and depreciated in the judgment of the public ; 
and the rule is fo univerfal; that our Saviour 
faith to all Chiiftians, Woe be untoyott, tohen alls 
men/peak well of you. Falle prophets were welT 
Ipoken of by the people; and there muft be 
fbmetking felfe and fpurious, fome evil with the 
appearance of good*, in every popular charadter 
that pleafes the world. 

As 
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As the Devil is the father of lies, fo all 
they that are of the Devil are liars, who will 
never make a fcruple of a lie to hurt others, or 
ferve themfclves. The whole Heathen religion 
was one great lie, in oppofition to the truth of 
the Divine law. Much evil is threatened to thofe 
who put evil for good, and good for evil ; who 
make the heart of the righteous fad, by predict- 
ing evil to them, and by promifing happinefs 
and prbfperity to the wicked. Thus did they 
Ipeak of old, who were called falfe Prophets t 
and it would be happy for us if there were none 
of them amongft us: but, wherever they are 
found, they are the minifters of Satan: and 
how fair and' fine they may fpeak on fome occa- 
fions, it is no proof of their goodnefsi. for Satan 
is fometimes, as it ferves his purpofe, tranf* 
formed into an angel of light, andaffedte an holy 
and heavenly chara&er \ and then he is moft & 
Devil, becaufe he can moft deceive. 
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CHAP. IT. 

OF THE MEANS OF GRACF, ANI> THE MARKS 
BY WHICH THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS TO 
BE KNOWN. 

HAVING explained the nature of thefir 
two focieties, the Holy Church and the 
wicked World % we muft confidcr the ufe of 
the Church, and the marks by which it is to 
be known^ It is promifed, that be who be- 
Heveth, and is bapti/ed, /hall befaved. But how 
/hall we have this baptiim, tmlefs we have it 
from thofe whom God hath appointed to bap- 
tize ? It is alio promifed, be that eateib my 
flejhy and drinketh my bloody bath eternal Ufe: 
and how fhall we receive the body and blood 
of Chrift, but from the Church, to whom he 
faid, when he inftkuted the Lord's Supper, 
Do tbis in remembrance of me ? This being the 
commemorative Sacrifice of the New Tefta- 
ment, it can be offered only by a prieft * and 
all the world cannot make a prieft. The 
Minifters. of the Old Teftament were ordained 

to- 
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to their office by an immediate commiffion 
from God to Mofes, the Mediator of that time 
betwixt God and the people. The Minifters 
of the New Teftament were ordained by Chrift 
himfelfj from whom the authority defcendcd to 
others, and fhall reach, through a variety of 
hands, to the end of the world. 

This is the way God hath been pleafed to 
take, to make men holy, and bring them to 
himfelf, through this dangerous world, as he 
brought Noah and his family out of the old 
world into the new, by means of an ark, which 
was a figure of his Church, It is therefore of 
infinite confequence, that we fhould be able to 
know, with certainty, whether, we are in the 
church or out of it. If we are out of it, we are 
in the world. If we had been out of the ark* 
we fhould have been drowned. It is true, we 
may be in the church, and yet be loft ; for was 
not Ham in the ark, who was a reprobate I 
But if we are out of the church, how can we be 
faved ? 

I would not, for the whole world* unworthy 
as I am; I fay, I would not, for the whole 
world, and all the kingdoms of it, be in doubt, 
whether I was tranjlated> or not, into the king* 

do 
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dom of Jefus Chrifh I would not be in doubt,, 
whether I have the Sacraments, or whether I 
have them not. But how can I be fure in this. 
cafe, unlefs I know what the kingdom of Chrift 
is; where it \s to be found: and what are the 
marks by which it may be known? Many 
ftrange abufes in religion have arifen on occa- 
fion, and under the fpecious name of, the Re- 
formation-, a very good word; but it hath been 
applied to a great many bad things, even to 
madnefs and blafphemy. We are fallen into 
times when fomc fay, lo, here is Chrijf y or, h) y 
there \ in the defer t ; or in the fecret chambers i 
and are bid to take heed that no man deceive us* 
What a terrible- cafe fhould we be in, if we had 
no fufficient warnings given to us> and no rute 
to go by ! Rpt as the lightning which comcth 
from the Eaft lWneth unto the Weft, fo plain 
and notorious was the eftablifhment of Chrift's 
kingdom in this world: together with the forrrt 
of its conftitution, and the orders of its miniftry, 
in all the countries wherever it was planted. 
It would be unreafonable : indeed it would be 
lamentable; it would feem as if God had 
mocked us, '■ contrary to the natufe of his 
mercy, that he Ihould publilh a way of falva- 

don* 
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* 

t\on, and leave k uncertain where it is to be 
found. 

From what is faid of it in the Gofpel, it, is 
impoflible that the Church fhould be a focicty 
ohfeure and hard to be diftinguifhed. Te are 
the light of the worlds faid Chrift to his Difci- 
p3es f a. city that is Jet an a hill cannot be hid. 
Light is fure to fhew itfelf ; and it comes in 
Arait lines, which dire<5t us to its fource. A 
< 4 ity placed upon a mountain, is fo elevated 
above other objects, that it. cannot be difficult 
to find it; rather, it is impoffible to mifs it; it 
cannot be hid : and Chriftian people in all ages 
&tm to have agreed, that it fhall not be hid : 
ibr when we approach a city in any part of ' 
Chriftendonx, the churches are generally firft 
feen towering over all other buildings. 

•Chrift has given us a precept, that under cer- 
tain circumftances, we fhould tell our cafe to 
.tfie church : but unkfe it be known what and 
where the church is, this cannot be done. The 
precept therefore fuppofes, that the Church 
muft be kaown to us. The fame muft follow 
from the bjundion of St. Paul, in his Epiftle 
to the Hebrews. — Obey them that haye the rule 
over you, and fubmit yonrfelves : for they watch 
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for your fouls, as they that muft give account. 
Chap. xiii. 17. The Rulers of the Church 
muft therefore be known to us* for it is im- 
poffible we fhould do our duty, and fubmit 
ourielves to them, unlefs we are fure who they 

are. 

The Church then, muft, in its nature, be a 
fociety manifeft to all men. Some may flight 
it, and defpife it, and refufe to hear it j but 
they cannot do even this, unlefs they know* 
where it is to be found. 

When we enquire more particularly what the 
Church is, it may be beft to proceed as we are 
obliged to do in fome other cafes; Srft, to 
learn what it is not -, that we may go upon right 
ground, and underftand with more certainty 
what it is. 

The Church then, as a fociety, is not the 
work of man ; nor can it poffibly be fo. I have 
laid the foundation of all my reafonings upon 
this fubjeft, in the diftin&ion betwixt the Church 
and the World, as two feparate parties. The 
Church is fo named*, becaufe it is called or 
cbofen out of the World. 'Till it is fo called 

* In Greek E*x\u*m« 

out 
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out of the world, it hath no being : but it can- 
not call itfel£ any more than a man can bring 
himfelf into the world. 

Our Chriftian calling is as truly the work of 
God, and as much independent of ourfelvcs as 
our natural birth. The Church muft have or- 
ders in it for the work of the miniftry : but no 
man can ordain himfel£ neither can he (of him- 
felf) ordain another, becaufe no man can give 
what he hath not. How jhall they preachy faith 
the Scripture, unlefs they be Jent ? And again, 
no man taketh this honour to himjelf, but he that 
is called $f God, as was Aaron. Nay, even 
Chrift glorified not himjelf to be made an High 
Prieft, but he thatjaid unto him, thou art my Jon, 
this day have I begotten thee. The Church muft 
have promifes; without which it can have no 
reafon or encouragement to aft: but no man 
can give it thofe promifes; which are exceeding 
great and precious. The Church muft have 
power, without which it can do nothing to any 
effeft: but there is no power but of God. It 
muft have power to forgive fins; the fergivenefs 
of fins in the Holy Catholic Church, being an 
article of the Apoftles Creed : but who can for- 
give fins, but God only ? It muft aft in the 
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name of God, or not at all ; becaufe it a£b for 
the falvation of man : but no man can aft in the 
name of God, but by God's appointment. No 
Ambaffador ever fent himfelf, or took, upon him 
to fign and leal treaties and covenants (fuch as 
the Sacraments of the Church are) without be- 
ing fent; that is, without receiving authority fo 
to do, from an higher power. The aft would 
be fo far from beneficial, that it would be trea- 
ibnabie. If an army were to raife itfelf without 
commiflions, what would fuch an army be, but 
a company of banditti, leagued together to 
plunder and deftroy the honcft fubjefts of an 
eftablifhed community ? 

Nothing therefore is plainer, on thefe con- 
fiderations, than that the Church neither is, nor 
can be from man. It is no human inftitution $ 
and as it ads under God, if it afts at all, it 
muft aft by his authority and appointment. It 
is properly called the Church of God, (of the 
living God, in oppofition to the profane focieties, 
felf-erefted for the worfliip of dead Idols) and 
mankind might as reafonably prefume to make 
God's Wo'rld, as to make God's Church. 

Farther enquiry will fhew us, that the Church 
is no confufed multitude of people, independent 

of 
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of one another, and fubjeft to.no common 
yules; but a regular fociety, like to other fo- 
4 cteties, Jn fome refpe&s, and unlike them all in 
others. It is called a body, a family •., a city, & 
kingdom. A body is a regular ftru&ure, the 
limbs of which being joined together, are fub- 
ordinate and fubfervient to one another, and are 
animated by the fame* foul or fpirit. So faith 
the Apoftle, for by one fpirit we are all baptized 
into one body, i Cor. xiL 13. It being alfo 
called a family ', the* members of it m'uft have 
lbme common relation to one another : being 
called a city, it muft be incorporated under fome 
compion laws\ and being a kingdom, it mufl; 
have fome form of government and magiftracy. 
Families, cities, and kingdoms, are focietiesj 
and the Church, being reprefented by them, 
mull be a regular fociety. But in this the 
Church differs from all other focieties, becauftj 
they belong to this world, and their rights and 
privileges are confined to it : whereas the 
Church extends to bodi worlds, the vifible and 
the invifible, and is partly on earth, and partly 
in Heaven, In its earthly members it is vifible^ 
- in. its rulers, it is vifible; in its worth ip, it ia 
vifible; in its facraments, it is vifible. ButJbc* 
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ing alfa a Ipiritual fociety, it hath a life which 
is hidden, and in the inward and ipiritual Grace 
of all its outward ordinances, it is invisible. As 
a kingdom in which God is Judge, and Chrift 
is a Mediator, and Angels and Saints departed, 
are members ; it takes in the heaven itfelf, and 
is the heavenly Jerufalem, "which is the mother of 
us all, infofiiuch, that when we arc admitted 
Into it, our conversation is in Heaven, and the 
Angels of Heaven are our fellow -fervants -, all 
making one great family under Jefus Chrift, in 
-whom all things are gathered together in one, 
hath which are in Heaven, and which art on 
jearth : on which consideration, what is rightly 
done in the Church on earth, ftands good in 
Heaven, as if it had been done there j and the 
Apoftles of Chrift received from him, the keys 
sfthe kingdom of Heaven, with a power of bind- 
i»£"and loofing, which extends to Heaven itfelf: 
nmd when Chriftians go to Heaven, they are 
.not carried into a new fociety, for they are al- 
ready, by .the grace of God, tranflated into it by 
baptifmj whence the Apoftle fpeaks of their 
tranflation, flat as a thing expe&od, but even 
now brought to pafs* He hath tranflated us, &c. 
Col. i. i& 

The 
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The Church doth alfo differ from other fo- 
cieties, in that it is Catholic or univerfalj 
it extends to all places, and all times, and is 
not confined to the people of any nation, or 
condition of life, but takes in Jews, Greeks, 
and Barbarians, the rich and the poor, the bond 
and the free; and is therefore properly fignified 
in one of our Saviour's parables by an inn 3 
where all that offer themfelves are accepted. 
The commiflion of Chrift to his Apoftles, was 
to teach and baptize all nations. 

The Church being a kingdom, not of this 
world, is of a fpiritual nature, and in that ca- 
pacity it is invifible ; but as a kingdom in this 
world, it is vifible* and muft have a vifible 
adminiftr^tion. To know what this is, and 
whence its authority is derived, we muft go 
back to the Gofpel itfelf. 

Jefus Chrift was fent from Heaven by the 
Father, and invefted with the glory of the 
Priefthood by an adtual confccration, when the 
ipirit defcended upon him. As the Father 
.hath fent him, Jo did be Jend his Di/ciples, and 
gave them authority to fend pthers : fo that the 
Church which followed, derived its authority 
from the Church which Chrift firfl; planted in 

c % I the. 



23 ESSAY ON THE CHURCH. 

the world ; and the Church at this day mufc 
derive its authority after the fame manner, by 
fuccefiion from the Church which went before ; 
the line extending from Chrift himfelf to the 
*nd of the world : lo y faid Tie, 7 am with you 
always, unto the end of the world: certainly, not 
with thofe very perfons, who all foon died, but 
with thofe who fhould fucceed, and be ac- 
counted for the fame; for a body corporate never 
dies, till its fuccelfion is extinft *. 

Our Saviour at firft ordained his twelve 
Apoffles according to the number of the tribes 
of the Church of Ifrael. Afterwards he or- 
tlained other feventy, according to the number 
of the Elders, whom Mofes appointed as his 
afliftants. When the Church in Jerufalem was 
multiplied, , feven Deacons were ordained, by 

* " Take away this fuccefiion, and the Clergy may as well 
be ordained by one perfon as another: a number of women 
may as well give them a divine commiflion; — but they are 
no more Priefts of iGod, than thofe who pretend to make 
them fa If we had loft the Scriptures, it would be very 
well to make as good books as we could, and come as 
near them as poflible : but then it would not only be folly, 
but prefumption, to call them the word of God." Seethe 
fccond Letter to the Bj/bop of Bangor: JPoftfcrypt, 

the 
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five laying on of the hands of the Apoftles, to 
preach, and baptize, and minifter, in diftribut- 
ing the alms of the Church. Here then, we 
have three orders of men, each diftinft from, 
the other; the twelve Apoftles, the feventy 
Difciples, and the feven Deacons ; and by thefe 
the firft Chriftian Church in Jerufalem was go- 
verned and adminiftered. The Apoftles were 
fuperior in office to the Difciples > becaufe, when 
Judas fell from the Apoftlefhip, one was chofen 
by lot out of the Difciples into the Apoftleihip : 
the Deacons were inferior to both ; and it ap- 
pears that they were appointed by the laying 
on of the hands of the twelve Apoftles s for it 
is faid, Ads vi. a, "~the Twelve called the 
. multitude of the Difciples unto them,'* &c. 
That the Apoftles appointed others to fucceed 
to their own order, is evident from the cafe of" 
Timothy ; who in the antient luperfcription, at 
the end of the lecond Epiftk, is faid to have 
been ordained the firft Bijhop of the Church of 
the Ephefians. He is admonifhed to lay hands 
fuddenly on no man > therefore he had power to 
ordain : and he is like wife admonifhed not to 
receive an accusation againft an Elder y (or Pref- 
byter) but before two or three witnejfes : there- 

c 3 fow. 
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fore he had a judicial authority over th&t order. 
Directions are given with refpedt to the Dea- 
cons of the fame Church; therefore, in the 
firft Church of the Ephefians, there was a 
Bifhop, with Elders and Deacons under him; 
as in the Church which began at Jerufalem, 
there was the order of the Apoftles, of the 
Difciples, and of the Deacons. In the Chriftiai* 
Church, throughout the world, we find thefe 
three orders of ~Minifters for fifteen hundred 
years, without interruption. The fa& therefore 
is undeniable, that the Church has been go- 
verned by Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons,, 
from the Apoftles downwards; and where we 
find theft orders of minifters duly appointed, the 
Word preached, and the Sacraments admimt 
tered, there we find the Church of Chrift, with 
its form, and its authority. 

The wifdom of God is here very evident, in 
appointing the Orders of the Chriftian miniftry 
after the pattern of the Jewifh Church, which 
was of his own appointment fo long before. 
That there might be no uncertainty in a cafe 
of fuch confequence to the fouls of men, there 
was no novelty, but a continuation of the like 
administration • with that which had all along 

been 
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been known and acknowledged in the Church. 
Aaron was an High Priejl, with a minifhy pe- 
culiar to himfelf* under him there was an order 
of Priefts, twenty-four incumber, who ferved 
hy courfe in the daily facrifices and devotions of 
the Tabernacle and Temple; and thefe were 
affilted by the whole tribe of the Levites. As * 
the law had its paffbver, its baptifms, its in- 
cenfe, its facrifices, its confecrations, its bene- 
di&ions, all to be realized under the Sacraments 
and Offerings of the Gofpel ; fo its Miniftry 
was but a pattern of the miniftry which is now 
amongfl: us* and we cannot miftake the one, if 
we have an eye to the other; fuch is the good- 
nefi of God in dire&ing and keeping us,. 
through all the confufions of the latter days, 
by a rule of fuch great antiquity, to the way of 
truth, and keeping us in it. 

The great ufe of the Church is to receive 
and minifter to the falvation. of thofe who are 
taken out of the world : but this it cannot do 
without the truth of the Chriftian do&rine; the 
Church is therefore as an inftrument, or candle- 
ftick, for the holding and preferving of this 
facred Light. It is called the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth-, not as if it had any right of making 

c 4 oc 
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or impofing do&rines of its own ; for the ground 
and the pillar do not make the roof, they only 
fupportiti nor doth the candleftick make the 
light, it only holds the light. And thefe fimili- 
tudes will be found juft, if we purfue them far- 
ther j for as when the pillars are removed, the 
building mutt fall ; and when the lamp or the 
candleftick is broken, the light will be extinft ; 
fo if the Church be taken away, the Truth falls 
along with it j as we have feen, and do fee, in 
this country. Our Quakers, who are fartheft 
from the Church, are totally departed from the 
truth of Chriftian doftrine ; and many of thofe 
feparate congregations, who were Puritans and _ 
Believers in the laft age, are Socinians and Infi- 
dels in this : a confideration which fhould pre- 
vail upon fincere people of all perfuafions, who 
believe in Jefus Chrift as their Lord and .Sa-% 
viour, to lay afide their anitfiofity, and unite 
againA: the Socimans, who are the common ene- 
mies of all Chriftian people, and are now en- 
deavouring to overthrow the Faith of our Creeds 
and Articles. 

When we fpeak of the ufe of the Church, we 
fliould never forget the great benefit and in- 
formation which arifes from thtfafts and fefiivals 

of 
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of the Church ; (totally negle&ed by the Se6ta- 

jrics) by the courfe of which, the piety of 

tehriftians is dire&ed to all the great fubje<5ts . of 

the Golpel : fome of which might otherwife 

never be revived in our .thoughts during the 

whole year/ But the Church fptnds its year 

with Jefus Chrift, and follows hfm in faith* 

through all the great works of his Mediatorial 

Office, from his Advent to the fending down, of 

the Holy Ghoft on the day of P enter ft, Ob 

this ground, the Work' of Mr. Nelfon is of great 

value to all Chriftian families; and* we have 

reafbn to hope it will never fall into difufe z 

♦ 

though all perfbns, fanatically inclined, are very 
cold to the merits of it, and the Sectaries, it is. 
to be fuppofed,, muft rejeft it on their own* 
principles* < 

Here I muft add, that the wifdbm of God & 
farther manifeft, in appointing a provifion for 
his Minifters, independent of the people. The; 
maintenance of the Jewifh Priefthood was from. 
God ; for the Tythes and Offerings, on which: 
they lived, were firft dedicated to God, and 
frem him transferred for the fupport of his 
miniftry. So doth he himfelf ftate the cafe by 
the Prophet: Te have rebbed me } faith lie, ik 

c 5. Ijthet 
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Tribes and Offerings ; as if they were his own 
property: and fo they were ; for being dedicated 
to God, the firft proprietor of all things, they 
belong to him before they belong to his Church. 
The wifdom and piety of Chriftian dates fol- 
lowed the rule of the Scripture from the earlieft 
times ; and it ftill obtains in this country. And 
what would he the confequencc if it were not 
fo ? While the minifter depends only upon the 
God to whom he is accountable, he dares fpeak 
the truth: but where he is dependent on the 
people, and the people are corrupt, then he 
mull accommodate himfelf to their fancy. For 
thisreafon, if the people of a congregation, who 
chufe their own Minifter, fall into herefy, they 
rarely or never get out of it, becaufe they will' bear 
no teacher, but one who is of their own perfuafion, 
and will flatter them in their errors. 

, I have nothing more to fay upon the nature of 
the Church, but to fhew the extent of its au- 
thority. Every fociety muft have power over 
its own members, to admit or exclude as the 
cafe requires : it cannot otherwife fubfift. The 
Church, from the days of the Apoftles, always 
exeucifed the power of excommunicating noto- 
rious offenders, and of abfolving and reftoring 

true 
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true penitents. Excommunication is nothing 
but a reverfing of baptifm * and they who have 
authority to baptize, muft have authority to 
excommunicate. The Church muft alfo have 
authority in directing its own worfhip and fer- 
vices, as to time, place, ceremonies. Let all 
things be done decently and in order: but what is 
decency, and what is order y is not fpecified, and 
muft be left to the difcretion of the Rulers of 
the Church. The Church has no authority to 
ordain any thing contrary to the Law of God ; 
nor doth the Law of God depend upon the autho- 
rity of the Church. There are three forts of 
things about which the Church is converfant ; 
goody bad, and indifferent : the good oblige by 
their own nature; the bad cannot be enforced 
by any authority : therefore the authority of the~ 
Church muft extend to things indifferent*. that 
is to order and difcipline, to circumftances of 
time, place, forms of worfhip, ceremonies, and 
fuch like : and to difobey becaufe they are ins- 
different is to deny that God hath given power 
to his Church to regulate any one thing what- 
foever. 

Ought we not, on the foregoing confedera- 
tions, to magnify the goodnefs and wifdom of : 

c 6 God*. 
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God, who hath provided a Church fpr the re- 
ception of loft mankind, and given to it the 
light of truth, and the means of grace ? No 
fubjeft can be plainer than this of the nature 
and conftitution of the Church : and the necefiity 
of its miniftry and ordinances to the falvation of 
man, and the prefervatioa of truth, charity, 
peace, and godlincfs^ is as clear as the Sun. 
What a blefied thing it would be for us, if all 
people could fee this ! What temptations, cor- 
ruptions, tumults, and miferies, would it pre- 
vent amongft mankind ! But, alas, they are ever 
ingenious in defeating the purpofes of God for 
their own good. They have ways artd expe*. 
xlients, not only of making themfelves eafy with- 
out the benefits of the Chriftian Church, but of 
a&ually cafting them all off with, a high hand, 
as needlefs, fuperftitious, dangerous, and even 
finful, and antir chriftian ; not helps to falvation, 
but hindrances. How this matter is, and with 
what reafonings they deceive themfelves s we 
Ihall difcover with very little inquiry. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. HI. 

THE ERRORS, WHICH TEMPT MEN TO LEAVE 
THE CHURCH, AND MAKE THEM EASY WHEN 
THEY ARE SEPARATED FROM IT. 

r I ^HE means of Grace, and th? promifes of 
-*• God, being with his Church, they who 
would be made partakers of them, muft apply 
to the Church : and who would not ? Who 
would not willingly flee from Sodom on fire to 
take refuge in Zoar ? When the ftorm is 
abroad, the beafts have fenfe to fly to a place 
of fhelter : and as the wrath of God is denounced 
againft this world, men muft be enemies to 
themfelves, if they refufe to be delivered in 
the way which God hath appointed. But we 
know nothing of this world, if we think all 
men are friends to their own fpiritual intereft. 
Many will rather have recourfe to their own 
imaginations : and when pride hath got pofleflion 
of them, they are above being direfted, 

The example of Naaman is very inftruftive on 
this part of ourfubjedt. When he was ordered 

\a 
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to feek the cure of his leprofy, by wafhing (even 
times in Jordan, the proud Syrian refilled to 
comply with the ceremony,, becaole he could 
not fee how it lhould have any effeft. Never- 
jheleis, when he hod thought better of it, that 
(ceremony, unaccountable and ufelefs as it might 
feem to his carnal reafon, cured him of his dis- 
temper. By the Church and its ordinances,, 
every Chriftian is put to the lame trial; whether 
he will fubmit to fuch things as reafon cannot 
account forE Whether he will look for an 
effeft, to which the caufe is not adequate, with- 
out the interpofition of an invifible power I 
The children of God are ftill exercifed by this 
trial. Some accept the terms propofed ; they 
believe the promifes of God, and are faved. 
Of the reft, fome do not fee how they can be 
faved in this manner; and others fpend their 
lives in vanity, and never think whether they 
can or cannot. Men are influenced by two 
principles totally oppofite, Sight and Faith: 
the Chriftian walks by faith and not by fight ; 
the difputer of this world believes nothing but 
what he fees, and fo is incapable of the benefits 
of Chriftianity. It does not appear to him 
how power can come from Heaven, and be de- 

8 Hvered 
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livered down in fucceffion by the impofition of 
hands : how water, which wafhes the body, cm 
wajb away fins ; how bread can be made the 
vehicle of fpiritual life; fa he lives and dies the 
dupe of a dead philofophy, which admits of 
nothing fpiritual in a religion whofe benefits arc 
all of a fpiritual kind. 

From the nature of the Church, we fee how 
neceffary it is, that men fhould be taken into 
it out of this wicked world. We fee how the 
promifes of God are confined to the ordinances 
of the Church; and that there can be na 
aflitfance of falvation without them. If we re- 
fleft on thefe things, we cannot but confider it 
as an ineftimable blefling, that God hath ap- 
pointed fuch a plain and certain way of leading 
us through the means of Grace to the hope of 
Glory. We may perhaps wonder why men 
fhould endeavour to deprive themfelves of thefe 
benefits ; and how Chriftian people, fo called, 
can fatisfy themfelves under a caufelefs depar- 
ture from the great Law of peace and charity. 
I $ill therefore proceed to fhew how they de- 
ceive themfelves. There are three falfe prin- 
ciples, which, if admitted, would fbperfede the 
neceffity of any church. 
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The firft of thefe is the doftrine of an abfo- 
lute unconditional eleftion to falvation- For if 
God, by a mere a£t of his fovereign will, and 
according to an irreverfible decree, eledts mea 
to eternal falvation* without regard to conditions 
and circumftances ; then no vifible ordinances are 
neceffary as means of grace; they are all fuper- 
fcded, and we are as fafe without them as with 
them. This doftrine is fo convenient to all the 
irregular clafles of Chriftian people, who have 
caft off the Church and its authority, that it 
has been much infifted upon almoft from the 
beginning of the Reformation; 'and has done 
infinite mffchief. For he who is divided from 
his brethren,. . with this dodtrine in his mind, is 
thereby confirmed and fortified in his errors.. 
In vain fhall we recommend the benefits of 
Church Communion to him, who is faved in' 

* 

eonfequence of a decree, made before the 
Church or the world had a being. God hath: 
eledted him,, without any regard to outward or- 
dinances ; and fo the want of thofe ordinances, 
can never render his election of no effett. And 
fuppofing his dodtrine to be true, who can deny 
the eonfequence ? But the do&rine is falfe. 
Thus much of it is true i thaft^ according to 

the 
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the Scripture, man is chofen, or eleffed, out of 
the World y by the free Grace of God, without 
any refpeft to, his own works,, (of which he can 
have none till he is called; being in the ftate of 
an un-born infant) and brought into God's 
Church, where he is in a ftate of falvation. 
But he may fall frdtn this ftate, or be caft out of 
it by the authority which brought him into it, 
and forfeit all the privileges of his election j 
therefore the Apoftle gives us this warning ; 
let him that thinketh heftandetb> take heed left he 
fall: and St. Peter bids us give diligence to make 
eur calling and election Jure. How can that be, 
if we are ek&ed to falvation, by an irreverfiblc 
decree ? We ; need take no pains to make that 
fure, which m its nature is irreverfiblc Paul 
was a veflel chofen of God; and yet this fame 
Paul, fuppofes it poflible for him to fall from 
the Grace of God, and become a caftawqy. \ 

Eledtion 



• Another proof of this argument may be found in 
1 Cor. 8, c. xL " Through thjrknowledge (hall the weak 
brother perijb for whom Cbrift died?*' The true notion of 
predestination is to be met with in Eph. 1, c. xi. xti. 
where thdfe are faid to be predeftinated to the praife of God's 
glory who tru/tedia Chrift. Oui attainment of eternal hap- 

pinefs 
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Elc&ion therefore, as it is fpoken of in the Scrip- 
ture, hath been grolsly mifuhderftood : for there 
is no fuch thing, there as any ele&ion of individuals 
to final Jalvation,, independent of the ordinances of 
the Churth. Eledion is^an inward and fpiritoal 
grace ; but there is 'no fuch thing adminiftered to 
man without lbme outward fign. A man might 
tell us that he is ordained to preach the Gofpcl : 
but wq know this can never be without the fay- 
ing on of bands. He may tefl rrs he » one 
of God's cleft ;, and if the realkjr of his ele&ioi* 
were to depencfupon his own report, how fhould 
we confute him although he were guilty of all 
manner of wickednefs ? If we believe him oq 
his own authority, wc mayr be tempted to be as 
wicked as he is :. and multitudes have, by this 
do&rine* corrupted one another, and fallen into 
what is called antinomianifm ; a negled of God's 
Commandments, as not neceflkiy to thole who 
ore eletted independent of works and facra- 
ments. To fecure us from all fuch delufions, 

pinefs is the canfcquenct of our belief in Chrift, and the irre- 
verfible decree of God is,, that thofe that believe in him 
fhould not perifh, and this is probably the only fenfe in 
which the do&rine of predeftination and election can be 
maintained from Scripture* • 

- God 
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.God hath affixed forrre outward fign or pledge 
to all his inward gifts* to allure us of their rea<- 
.lity, and prevent impofture. Therefore, where 
* there is an inward calling, there is an outward , 
calling with it; where there is regeneration* 
there is the Sacrament of Baptifm ; ami the 
Gofpel knows of no regeneration without it* 
I might fhew how this doftrine of abfblute elec- 
tion is difhonourable to God, and contrary to 
bis mod exprefs declarations. How it encou- 
rages fbme to prefumptiorf, pride> and ungodly 
living* j and how it drives others to defpair 
and diftra&ron f > who have not, nor can bring 

themlelves 

* I remember a woman xn a country parifh, who ufed to 
boaft much of her own experiences, and infult the people of ' 
the church aareprdba tea 1 goats who Were to be placed on 
the left hand, at the day of judgment 5. while fhe and her 
party were the true ele&, xhtjbeep who were to be placed on 
the right hand. Such was the ufual drain of her converfa- 
tion. But after a time, I heard that this eleel lady was gone 

• 

off* with the hufband of another woman. She was a fevere 
critic on the Clergyman of the parifli* as one who had many 
Popifh aftfons,. becaufe he made apradice of turning to the 
Eaft when he repeated the Creed ;, and though he was much, 
attended to as a preacher, (he kid it all fignified no more 
than the harking of a dog* 

+ When Dr. Sparrvw was Bilhop of Exeter,, there rarely 
faffed a day, without a aote or notes brought to Prieft„ 
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themfelves to an afibranc6 of their own perfonal 
ele&ion to the favor of God : but my bufincfs 
in this place is only to remark,, how convenient 
this doftrine is to all thole who do not come to 
God in the ordinary way of his kiftitutions, nor 
can prove themfelves* to be members of his 
Church. 

A fecond dodtrine, on the ground of which 
men place themfelves above the Church, is that 
of immediate inlpiration. For if men are now 
receiving new direction from Heaven* and God 
fpeaks in them as he did in Mofes, and the 
Prophets, and the Apoftles, they have no need 
to confult either the Scriptures or the Church: 
for they are independent of both, and have an 
higher rule. This is the reafon why no ira- 
prefliqn can ever be made upon a Quaker, by 
arguments from the Scripture. He anfwers, 
that the Scriptures (as applied by us who do 
not underftand them) cannot be brought in evi- 
dence againft .him j becaufe (to fpeak in the 

Vicar, or Reader, for the prayers of the congregation, for 
perfons troubled in mind w pojfeffed \ which, as fome judicious 
perfons conjectured, was occafioncd by the frequent preach- 
ing up of the rigid Predeftination doctrines in fome places 
in that city. Preface to the View of the Times. 

Quaker 
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Quaker language) he has within himfclf ,thc 
feme fpirit that gave forth the Scriptures; and 
the Revelation which is paft, mull give place 
to that which is prefent. Nothing blinds the 
eyes of men fo effe&tially as pride \ whence lie 
who is vain enough to believe, that he is under 
the dir^dtion of immediate infpiration, muft be- 
lieve many other ftrange things. Such people 
therefore never fail to defpife the miniftry and 
wor(hip of the Church, and make light of all its 
inftitutions. The Apoftles of Jefus Chrift fore- 
feeing by a true revelation, that there would be 
felfe pretentions to infpiration in the Chriftian 
Church, as there were falfe prophets ^mong 
~ the people of the Jews, give us warning not to 
believe every fpirit, (that is, not to believe all 
thofe *who pretend to fpeak by the fpirit) but to 
try them whether they ipeak by the fpirit of. 
truth, or the fpirit of error. _ There are many 
good rules to direft us on this occafion : . but 
there is one which every body can imderftand. 
The Ipirit of truth is the fpirit of love, and 
.peace, and unity : the Ipirit of error is the fpirit 
■of hatred, and contention, and difcord. The 
former tends to unite men into one body ; the 
latter fets them at variance, and divides them 
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into parties. Beloved, faith St. John, let 1 u* 
love one another ; for every one that lovtth is born 
of God, and knowetb God. He that loveth not> 
knowetb not Gad. When the great rule of Cha- 
rity is broken, and men lay claim to the fpirit 
of God while they have no title to it, then they 
are open to the delufions of evil fpirits : and 
accordingly many have uttered hideous blalphe- 
mies, under a perfuafion that they are fpeaking 
by the fpirit of God. Some have proceeded 
fo far as to perfonate God himfelf *. Certain 
it is, that the fe& who have departed fartheft 
from the Church and its ordinances, are the 
moft forward in their pretenfions to immediate 

• In the beginning of this century, there was a fe& of 
Camifar Quakers in London, in whofe aflemblies pexfons of 
both fexes, particularly young girls, pretended to deliver 
prophecies, with ftrange fcreamings and diftortions. One 
of thefe people, (horrible to relate) was feen to take another 
by the arm, and looking him broad in the face, faid, D» 
you not acknowledge me to be the eternal and unchangeable God? 
To which the other, falling down and trembling, anfwered, 
/ do acknowledge thee, &c. Many fine people from the 
court-end of the town, who would have paid but little re- 
fpeft to the benedi&ion of a fiifhop, were feen bending their 
knees, for a blefling, to thefe frantic females. See View of^ 
the Times ; vol. 4, p. 23 £♦ 

inspiration ; 
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infpiration; and even where this is pretended 
to in a lefler degree, a contempt for the Church 
and its miniftry, feldom or never fails to attend 
upon it in the fame proportion *• 

A third doftrine which makes the Church of 
jio effe£t,is the fufficiency of moral virtue-, and 
a perilous doArine it is. It comes forward with 
a more fober face, but it hath lefs of the Gofpei 
than of Enthufiafm or Predeftinauon. For on 
this groundj a man need be of no Church, of 
no fed, nor ev£n a Chriftian believer ; becaufe 
moral honefty, which forbears thieving and 
cheating, may be found in a Turk or an Hea- 
then. When people would appear to be what 
they are not, and endeavour to liipply their de- 
fers by fine words and plaufible pretences, we ' 
call them hypocrites : and I will afllire the 
Header, there is a great deal of cant in the 
world, befide that of fanaticifm and dtected de- 
votion. Impiety can aft the hypocrite upon 
4>ccafion, and magnify moral virtue when it is 

* The author of the Snake jb the Graft prefixed a moft 
excellent preface to that work, on the Enthufiafm of Antonio, 
BaurignQn\ mewing the original and tendency of hers and 
every other delufion of the fame kind i which preface the 
reader will do well to eenfolt. 

to. 
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iet in oppofition to the love of God. It is not 
unufual for perfons to praife a man's charadter ; 
not bccaufe they love his virtues, but bccaufc 
they hate his rival. So do fome bad men praife 
morality, becaufe they hate devotion. This is 
too frequently the cafe with thofe who make a 
falfe eftimate of what they call a good life\ 
leaving out the duties moft effential to the life 
of a good Chriftian ; and thefe are a very large 
party. Herefy and fchifm, till they turn into 
profligacy, never fail to d£fbant upon the fuf- 
ficiency of moral duties ; and in this they are 
joined by the whole tribe of Deifts, Infidels, and 
moral Philofophers* who are glad to hear of a 
rule of morality, (fuch, by the way, as them- 
fclves are to define and determine) which will 
ferve them as a fubftitute for the Chriftian life, 
^nd all the forms of Church devotion. Here 
alfo we find thofe Chriftians, who live in the 
habitual negleft of the means of grace. I have 
heard people who never were at the altar, and 
perhaps never intended it, comforting them- 
felves with this confideration, that they never 
did any barm to any body : when they fhould 
rather have afked themfelves, what good they 
ever did to themfelves, or to any body clfe, for 

the 
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the love of God? Without which, all the vir- 
tues of man are nothing -, and if he places any 
dependance upon them, they are worfe than 
nothing. If a man is to be faved by the Chrif- 
tian religion, he muft be a Chriftian in his life : 
but fimple morality is not Chriftianity : it? has 
neither faith, hope, charity, prayer, fafting, nor 
alms, which are the duties of the Chriftian life. 
If we mean to lerve God, we muft ferve him in 
his Church, and conform to its ordinances. If 
we do good to our neighbours, we muft do it 
on a principle of faith ; and a cup of cold water 
given on this principle, is of more value in the 
fight of God, than all the treafures of the Indies, 
if they are diftributed from the proud heart of 
unbelief: and he is certainly in unbelief, who 
doth not diredt himfelf by the rules, and adfc 
upon : the principles, which God hath delivered 
to the Church. 

Nearly related to the fufficiency of moral vir- 
tue, is the principle of Jincerity> which was fet. 
up in the laft age, as fufficient of itfelf tojuftify 
man in the fight of God, independent of the 
authority and benefits of his Church : fo that if 
a man be riot a hypocrite, it matters not what 
religion he is of. If fincerity, as fuch, inde- 
nt ^xn&m>x. 
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pendant of any particular way of worflaip can 
recommend man to the favour of God, tbea 
there can be no-diflference as to merit between 
a finccre martyr, and a fincerc perfecutor : and 
he that burns' a Chriftian, if he be but in earneft, 
hath the fame title to God's favour, as he that 
is burnt for believing in Jefus ChriiL This 
portion, (in the fenfe of it) abf»d and mon- 
ftrous as it muft appear, was the fupport of a 
controverfy in this kingdom, in which a Bifhop 
led the way *, and was followed and applauded 
by all the libertines and loofc thinkers of the 

. * Thus did the famous Biftiop HtadUy comfort all the 
Sectaries and Enthufiafts of his time " Whea you are fecure 
of your integrity before Cod— this will lead yoa not to be 
afraid of the terrors of men, or the vain words of regular 
and uninterrupted fucceflion, authoritative benedictions, ex- 
communications—nullity or validity of ordinances to the 
people on account of niceties and trifles, or any other the 
like dreams." I can venture to fay, there never was a caufe 
more effectually battled and expofed upon earth, than this 
of Bifhop Hoadley, againft the Church, and Church Com- 
munion, in the Two Letters^ and the Reply of Mr. Willimm 
L&w, which every Clergyman of the Church of England 
ought to read, that he may know what ground he ftandc 
upon, and againft what enemies he mxy be called forth to 
maintain it, 

nation, 
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nation, who forefaw that the argument would 
end in the diflbtution of the Church as a fociety : 
and therefore they made him a thoufand com- 
pliments. 

If we confider how the mind of man is in- 
fluenced by cuftom and education, and that his 
tonfeience and felf-approbation will be accord- 
ing to his principles; then tfc fliall fee that 
fincerity, if admitted, would fan&ify all the 
wickednefs under Heavfcn. St. Paul, as a 
zealous Jew, verily thought (that is, he was.yfo- 
t-efely o( opinion) that he ought to do many things 
cjtm&ary to the name ofjefus of Nazareth ; fo he 
perfecuted the Chriftians furioufly, and breathed 
mt threatnings and flaughter. Now, as he had 
a good meaning in all he did, to what end was 
he converted, when his fincerity would have 
iaved him in his former way i After his mind 
was better enlightened, he pronounced himfelf 
to have been the greateft of Jinners> for what l>c 
had done in the ftn cert ty of his heart. 

Thus it would be in all other cafes ; he that 
a£ts fineerely upon bad principles, muft be a 
bad man : a corrupt tree cannot bring forth 
good fruit: and, not he that commendeth himfelf 
is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth: 

D 2 - \i^<3t* 
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Uponthe whole, h$ that will be faved, imift 
be faved in the way which God hath appointed, 
and nor in any way of- his own. We fhall be 
judged at laft according to God's word, not ac- 
cording to any^perfoafions we may have taken 
up, through the prejudices of education^orttlic 
perverfenefs of our own ; hearts ; all of which 
are ^indeed no better than dreams, having no 
foundation but on that loofe bottom of human 
imagination, on which are built all the vifions 
of the night, and all the herefies in the world. 
. If thefe dodtrines of abfolute election, imme- 
diate infpiration, the fufficiency of moral virtue, 
and juftification from fincerity, were true ; it 
would follow, that God is unwife, inconfiftent, 
and improvident. For if he appoints a vifible* 
Church and its ordinances, as neceflary to make 
us members of the kingdom of Heaven ; and if 
he began the way of falvation by adding to the 
Church Juch as were to be faved-, and yet, with 
all this, has another private way of faving men, 
by a Jecret decree which has no regard to any 
outward means; he is* inconfiftent in ordaining 
them. And alfo, as the dodtrine of immediate 
Inspiration, or new Revelation, without any figns 
*>r credentials from Heaven, opens a way to 
5 every 
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every poflible delufioft of the mind, either from 
its own vain conceits, or the fuggeftions of evil 
fpirits $ God muft be improvident, in not fe- 
curing us againft -fuch dangerous impofitions, 
which may introduce all kinds of wickednefs 

-into the world, under the fanflion of a divine 
authority: an impoftor having nothing to do, 
but to perfuade himfelf, as any madman may 
do, that he ads by immediate inlpiration. 
With - this perfuafion, men .have butchered one . 

-another to make bloody baptifms; have fet 
themlelves up as Kings and Rulers of the new 
Jerufalem ; have taken plurality of wives, and 

' blafphemoufly perfonated God himfelf*. All 

: the diforders of the laft century were committed 
by fanatics, who aflumed a privilege of feeking 
the Lord, and confulting, and receiving anfwers 
from him -, while their minds were bent upon 
the moft horrible crimes of Rebellion, Robbery, 
Sacrilege, Perfecution, and Murder. 
, Then as to moral virtue Y if that, can fave 
thofe who are not added to the Churchy it muft 
follow, that man never was loft, and that Chrift 

# Sec Rofs's View of all Religions; particularly the ac- 
. count of the Anabaptiifs of Germany, 

D3 TVS£.\ 



X 



\54 iSSAY ON THE CHURCH, 

need not have come into the world. Itfmcerity 
in any perfuafion, good or bad> will recommend 
us to the favor of God ; then will lies, ff we do 
but believe them, anfwer all the purpofes of 
truth : then is there no difference between good 
and evil ; and it cannot be worth while to con- 
vert Jews, Turks, or Heathens, to the Gofpel* 
becaufe they are as life in their own way. Such 
are the pleas, by which fbme men of ncceffity > 
andfome of malignity, feek to juftify themfelves, 
when they leave the Church, or defpife, or nc- 
gleft its ordinances* But the foundation of God 
ftandeth fure. 

After what hath been feid, few words will be 
wanting to convihee any thinking perfon of the 
dangers and evil confequences which muft at- 
tend the fin of caufclefs feparation. 

If men for falvation are brought out of the 
World into the Church, they cannot poffibly 
forfake it, without hazard to their falvation. 
If the promises of God, and the means of 
grace are committed to /the Church, we lofe 
tbera when we leave the Church : at lead it 
will be very hard to prove that we carry 
them away jvith us: and who would chufe to 

be 
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be under any uncertainty in a cafe of fuch im- 
portance ? 

Another evil is that of breaking the great rule 
of charity in our worfhip. We are commanded! 
to glorify God with one mind and one mouth, and 
all to /peak the fame thing. I^ow contrary to 
this is the pra&ice of following different ways of 
worfhip, fome totally difagreeing with others j 
and fome not deferving the name of any worfhip 
at all ; for in fome of our affemblies, people 
meet for no purpofe but to hear one- ano*- 
thertalk. There i* no Praying, no confeffion 
of Sins, no Abfolution, no Thankfgiving, no 
Litany, no Sacraments ! We read, that the 
Apbftles, when the Holy Ghoft defceridedir 
were all with one accord in me place j arid fo 
ought Chriftians to be, if th«y would preferve 
the pfefence of the fpirit amongft them, who is 
the fpirit of unity. And as the fpirit of unity 
in worfhip, difpofes men to a more peaceable 
and charitable temper ; fo the fpirit of divifion 
and fanaticifm is attended with violence £nd 
bitternefs of language, and an intolerant per- 
fecuting humour toward all who are not fa- 
natics ; efpecially toward the members of the 
Church of England, which is defervedly 

s>4 ^W<A 
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placed at the head of the Proteftant reform- 
ation *. 

There 

* An author who put out a Syllabus of Lectures, in the 
! year 1778, on the Principles of 'Non- conformity, fpeaks in the 
perfon of Jefus Chrift, upon the tribunal of judgment at the 
lad day, and fuppofes him prefenting to the world on that 
tremendous occafion, his faithful ftrvants, the Non- con- 
formity minifters, as the great objects of his favour ; and at 
the fame time fending off thofe holy tyrants, the Bifhops of 
the Church of England, into everlafting fire, with that 
dreadful fentence — Depart! And what are they to be 
damned for ? Becaufe they could not approve of Non-con* 
fbrmity / a religion of negatives! They faiy enough of its 
. fruits to- diflike it in former times, from its fir ft appearanct 
in this kingdom : but they did not fee, as we do now, that 
its end is infidelity : to which it hath been tending for many 
'years paft, and hath now attained it in the writings of 
' Dr. Prkfiley, and the Unitarian Aflbciation. Thefe Lec- 
tures* with this- drefidful fentence of damnation to the 
.Btfhops, by Brother Robinfon, were approved by the Eajlcr 
Affectation of Effex, at Harlow, and recommended to the 
Sifter Churches by order of all. June 18, 1778. Of what 
character mail thefe Sifter-Churches b?, if they are of the 
hmeffu'rit with Brother Robin/an ? Surely they arc not chafte 
'virgins, prefentable to a meek and merciful Saviour* who 
prayed for his murderers; but unmsreiful harlots, curftng 
and damning the eftablifhed Church for retaining Fpifco* 
pacy. H«d there been no Non-conformity, the poor 
Bifhops might have efcaped like other men, and have been 

entitled 
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There is alfo great hazard of lofing. ftft 
Joftrines when we leave the worjbip :i o{ it\* 

entitled to their chance of mercy, through the merit* of 
their Redeemer, who died for them, and for all men, and 
fent forth the firft Bifhops by his own immediate authority*. 
What would fuch Non conformifb do,- if they had it, in 
their power, who arc provoked to fuch uncharitable ravings 
under the prefent moft mild and moderate (late of the Church 
of England ? 

But the moft fuperlative inftance of fanatic irialigmrjr I 
ever yet faw, is to be found in the works of M//<?*,- whole 
malignity was rendered more malignant, tyi the <Jejpreffed anj) 
afflicted condition to which the Church was then- reduced. 
He was a man of a brfght and perfect imagination, and 
gifted with a wonderfuf choice of beautiful and defcriptive 
expreffion*' But the weapon is the- worfe fbrHiTtfafyncBi 
when malice hath the handling of it : and imagination is a 
mirror which can reflect the fires of Hell as well as the lights 
of Heaven ; of which, 1 think, we hare an example,. iq ^hf 
following invettive againft the Bilhops of the Church. ,q£ 
England ; r But they — that by the impairing and diminution: 
of the true faith, the diflref&s and fervitude of their country,- 
afpire to high dignity, rule, and promotion here,- after a, 
(hameful end in this life (which God grant them 1) ihaU.be 
thrown down eternally into the darkeft. and' deepeft gulph.of 
Hell; where under the defpiteful control, the -trample and 
fpurn of all the other damned, who,, in the. anguifh of thej# 
torture, fhall have no other eafe than to exercife a raving 
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Church^ When the ten Tribes revoked from 
the worlhip at Jerufalem, they foon loft the 
truth of their law, and fell into an idolatrous 
worshipping of the Calves they had fet up in 
Dan and Bethel. Their government was 
troubled with great diforders, and their con-* 
fbfion ended m their utter difperfion. When 
then leave the worfhip of the Church, it is very 
natural for them to become difaffefted to its 
do&rines: and they, who hate the Cbriftian 
Faith* will take part with thofe who are againft 
the Church ; becauft they forefee, that if the 
Church be deftroyed, the feith will be loft 5 as 
the light goes out when the lamp is broken. 
One oT the moft blalphemous books that ever 
was written in this country againft the Chriftiaa 



and beaftlal tyranny over them, as their ftaves and negroes* 
they mall remain in that plight for ever, the bafeft, the 
lowermeft, the moft deje&ed, moft underfoot, and down 
trodden vaflals of perdition. 9 Conclufiori of Milton's Treatije 
tn Tkefirmati&i i vol. 1, p. 274.- If k were pot to my option, 
whether I would be an Ideot, without a Jingle faculty of 
mind, or a fingle fenfe of the body ; or whether I would 
have Milton's imagination, attended with this fiery fpitit of 
^anaticifm 5 I fhould not hefitate one moment to determine* 

Faith* 
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Taithy was all of it apparently directed againft 
the Church i on which conlideratiou* many > 
who then believed the Chriftian do&rines, were 
drawn in by a difaffeftion to the Churchy *e> 
take part with an infidel. 

a. I am to remark farther, that with thofe 
who are ignorant and ill-inftru&ed in the nature 
and ufe of the Church, there is a perverft pre- 
judice in favour of preaching ; and confequently* ' 
a (hocking negleft of thofe duties which belong 
to the people* It is a fine eafy way for people 
with itthing ears, to hear a preacher talk them 
into Heaven ; while they negleA all the more 
cflehtial parts of divine worfhip. Many hear a 
Sermon with the fame vain curiofity as people 
hear a fpeech upon a ftage, and confult nothing 
but their own amufement.. And while tKe 
whole of the miniftcrial duty is- fuppofed to 
confift in preaching,, a man, who can banl anct 
rant, is tempted to take hhnlelf for » minifter 
of Jefus Chrift> without any regular million ;. 
of which fort we have multitudes in. this king- 
dom at this time : and it is to be feared thejr 
are increafing* It is no uncommon thing Yotr 
perfonsof all perfuafions to meet in the fame 
Church to liear the fame preacher; many of 
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whom have no communion with one another at 
any time : how is a preacher to pleafe fuch a 
jnixt multitude Of hearers, but by leaving the 
Church of Chrift out of the queftion, and 
preaching a loofe fort of Chriftianity, which will 
fit them all? Perhaps, if he were to fp^ak the 
plain truth, and, frpm a fincere regard to their 
fouls, give them fuch information as they ftjmd 
moft in need of, many of them would leave 
him with indignation: as there were thofe 
who would walk no longer yvith- Jefys Chrift> : be- 
caufe they were not abje to bear the things that 
were fpoken by him. There is.$..fafbion of 
inviting people to come Jo Chrift > without telling 
them where and how he is to be found. Be- 
fides, it is a great miftake to fuppole, that the 
whole of religion confifts in our taking of 
Cfyrift i it is beginning at the wrong end : for 
Chrift is to take us, as he took the little children 
in his arms and gave them his bleffing *. He 

faid 

• Mr. Locke, in his Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity (a ftrange 
piece of diviuity) is in the fame miftake. He makes bap- 
tifm a vifiblt acl, whereby thofe, who bJieved Chrift to be 
the Mcffiah, received him as their king. So again in the 
iame.ftyle, he fays, that b ^aptifm men enroll them/ehes in 

the 
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faid to his difciples, ye have not chafen me, but 
I have cbofenyou. There is a covenant between 
us and God, into which God, of his infinite 
grace, takes us j we do not take him, neither 
can we : and this confines us to the ordinances 
of the Church, which are not of us, but are the 
gifts of God's free grace to us miferable finners: 
and Chriftians are united to God, and to one 
another, by the fervices of prayer, and the par- 
ticipation of the facraments, more than by the 
hearing of the word of God without them; 
which many hear for reafons of vanity and un- 
charitablenefs. Who are the bed friends every 
miniiler hath in his parifh ? They who attend 
the prayers and facraments with him ; who are 
edified by his priefthood as well as by his preach- 
ing ; and are adtive in the great work of their 
own falvation. 

3. As the latter times of the Jewifli Church 
were very corrupt, and the do&rines of God 



the kingdom of Jefus ; which is but to fay in other words, 
that thev write their own names in Heaven. From fuch 
language a* th:s, it is too apparent, that Mr. Locke's Ideas 
of the Chrifliaa Priefthood and Sacraments, were exceed- 
ingly low. 
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Were rendered of none eflfedl by the inventions 
of men : it is agreeable to the prophecies of the 
New Teftament, that offences muft come amongft 
us; that men muft arife, out of the Church, 

Jpeaking perverfe things, to draw away Difciples 
after them : alfo that many will not endure found 
do£frine> but heap up to tbemjehes teachers (of 
their Own appointing) having itching ears. 

Thefc and many other Kkc paffages' give us 
ftotice, that there muft be a falling off from the 
faith, with confufion and difagpeement in the 

• Chriftian focicty. If we look at our own Church* 
we have but a melancholy profpeft ; and cannot 
help obferving, that it approaches too near to 
the ftate of the Jewifh Church before its de* 
ftru&ion. As they had corrupted the do&rines 
ef Mofes and the Prophets,* and in confcquence 
of it were divided into feds (for as truth unites* 
£rror always divides men) fo have we corrupted 
the doftrines of the Gofpe], and are miferably 
divided in con&quence of it. I could name 

feme do5lrines y which if our Saviour were now 
to deliver in the metropolis of London, with 
the fame freedom and authority as he did at 
Jertifatem, I verily believe he would he per- 
fected and put to death by people called Chrlf- 
. * ■ 6 tians^ 



t 
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Hans v as he was of old by thofc ft ho we tatted 
Jews, The Church of Jemfalem was mfefted 
-With temporifing and philofophifing Jews, whrt 
were fartheft of ail others from the faith, white 
they aflfe&ed to be wifer than all the reft of thd 
people. The Sadduats believed neither Angel 
!K>r Spirit, and laid there was no Relurre&ioi*. 
The Herodians were politicians and men of the 
world, who flattered Herod that he was thee 
Meffiah. Tbe Pbatijees wene a proud fenftifted 
fe&> very godly in outward fhew> but full of 
hypocrify within. They juftified themfelves and 
defpifed others, as not good enough to Hand 
ftear them, or belong to the fame Church witft 
them. Of the fe& of the Ejfenes, we have no 
particular account in the New Teftament ; but 
from all we can learn, I take them to have been 
the Quakers of that time, who had thrown off 
all external rites of worfhip, and affe&ed a re- 
ligion perfeftly pure and philofophical. The 
Sadducees were the Socinians of Judaifm j who 
had nothing fpirkual belonging to them, and 
had reduced their law to an empty form. The 
Venality and avarice of the Jews of our Saviour's 
time, were notorious, and provoked his indig- 
nation. Their temple, filled with buyers andt 
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fellers, was turned into a den of thieves : and, 
God knows, there is too much of a worldly 
traffic amongft us; which is too far gone to be 
reformed, and too bold to be cenfured — ven- 
duntur omnia * / 

4* But whatever abufes there may be in the 
Church, it is our duty to make the beft of it* 
The Church is our fpiritual mother \ and we may 
apply thofe words of the wife man, dejpife not 
thy mother whenjhe is old; not even if fhc fhould 
be in rags and dotage. The dodlrine of the 
Church of England is, by profeffion, ilill pure 
and apoflolicaij and, whatever faults it may 
have contracted, it cannot be worfe than the 
Church which our Saviour found in Jerufalem : 
yet he (till recommended to the congregation, 
the duty of obedience to their ipiritual Rulers- 
The Scribes and the Pharifeesjit m Mofes y /eat:, 

• « CHURCH LIVING* 

*« Two thoufand pounds- ready for the next Prefentation 
99 to a Rettory of adequate value, with immediate refigna- 
« tion. — The Advertifer is (ixty-five years of age. Apply 
•• to Mr. — , Attorney, Holborn." 

Perjury, which is now in. a very growing ftate, may, ia 
time, come to market with as much boldnefs as her filler 
Simony hath done for many years paft* 
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*//, therefore, whatsoever they bid you obferve* 
that obferve and do. Bad as the Church then 
was, our Saviour never forfook it, but taught 
daily in the Temple : and his Apoftles attended 
upon its worfhip at the hours of prayer ; and 
probably continued fo to do, till they were di£ 
perfed. Neither Chrift nor his Difciples ever 
confidered the do&rines of Church-authority^ 
and Suceeflion, and Conformity, as vain words 
and idle dreams > as our Socinians have done of 
' late years ; and after what hath been faid, their 
views want no explanation. 

5. In our behaviour toward thofe who have 
departed from us, let not us, who honour the 
Church, fall into the error of thofe who defpife 
it. Let us not betray any fymptoms of pride in 
cenfuring with fe verity, but rather, with hearts 
full of forrow and compaflion, lament the dif- 
ferences and divifions which expofe the Chriftian 
Religion to the fcorn of its enemies. Infidels 
are delighted to fee that Chriftians cannot un- 
dcrftand one another ; for thence they are ready 
to report, that there is no fenfe amongft them 
all, nor any reafon in their religion ; for that, if 
there were, they would agree about it. In this 
alfo the Papifts triumph -, they boaft of their 
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advantage' Over the Reformed, in that they am 
preferred in peace 'and unity *, while ifrc are 
torn to pieces with faftions and divifionsv 
Hence they reflect upon the whole reformation* 
as a natural fource of confufion j that they be- 
long to Jerufalem, and we to Bale I y that when 
we leave their Church, the city upon the hill» 
we never know where to ftop, till we get to the 
bottom : that is, till we have run either into the 
madncfs of Enthufiafm, or the profanenefs of 
Infidelity. How fhall we ftop this wide mouth 
of fcandal, while appearances are fo much again ft 
us ? However, this reproach doth not reach 
us of the Church of England -, who* in doftrinc 
and profeffion, are where we were two hundred 
years ago; Let thofe who have left us, try if 
they can anfwer the Papifts upon this head : k 
is their bufinels to account for the confufion 
which they only have introduced t. 

If 

• But fee Mofheim's Ecclefiaftical Hiftoty; where he 
proves by incontrovertible evidence, that the Romi(h Church 
has not always maintained her boa (led unanimity* 

+ It is too much the faihion of the times to divide the 

' Chriftian Religion only into two clafles, one including the 

Papifts, and the other comprehending the motley herd who 

are 
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* If the Clergy of this Church have any define 
to preferve it, they muft confider for what xiid 
the Church is appointed. A Chriftian Church, 
is a candleftick, to hold forth the Light of the 
Gofpcl. When it ceafes to anfwer that end, it 
is qf no ufe as a Church -, and the world may 
do as well without it. Great things have been 
attributed of late times to moral preaching : but 
there is no fuch thing as telling people what 
they are to do, without telling them what they 
are to believe j becaufc the Chriftian morality is 
built upon the Chriftian faith, and is totally dif- 
ferent from the morality of Heathens, Deifm, 
fo called, is a Religion without Chriftianity ; it 
has neither the Father, the Son, nor the Holy 
Ghoft, into whofe name Chriflians are baptifed. 
It has no Sacraments, po Redemption, no Atone* 
ment, no Church Communion, and consequently 
no Charity ; for Charity is the love and unity of 
of Chriflians as fuch. Natural Religion is but 
another name for Deifm s it is the fame thing in 



arc difunited from the Church of Rome, and who are all 
diftingtrilhed by ihe general name of Proteftants. Whereas 
the Sectarians are many of them as widely removed from as 
of the Church of England as we are from the Fapifts. 
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all refpedts ; and I may challenge all the pfiilo- 
fophers in Europe to fliew the difference. 
Therefore to recommend moral duties on the 
ground of natural Religion, is to preach Deifm 
from a pulpit : and we (houkl afk ourfelves 
whether God, who upholds his Church, to de- 
clare falvation by Jefus Chrift alone, will pre- 
fervc a Church, when it has left the Golpel, 
and holds forth the light of Deifm in the candle- 
ftick which was made, and is fupported in the 
world, only to hold forth the light of Chrif- 
tianity? What elfe is it that hath made way 
for the Enthufiaftic rant of the Tabernacle? 
When the wife forfake the Gofpel, tfien is 
the time for the unwife to take it up ; but with 
fuch a mixture of error and indifcretion, as 
gives the world a pretence for never returning 
to it *ny more : and then the cafe is defperate. 

€ Deijm y properly fo called/ (faith a certain 
writer) f is the religion ejfenttal to man, the true 
c original Religion of reafon and nature. — It is in 
c Deifm, properly fo called, that our more dif- 
c cerning and rational divines have conftantly 
c placed the alone excellency and true Glory of 

c the Cbrijlian inftitution The Go/pel (fays 

c Dr. Sherlock) was a Republication of the Lam 

< of 
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* *f Nature y and its precepts declarative of that 

* .original Religion , which was as old as the crea- . 

* Hon. — If natural Religion (lays Mr. Chandler) 

* be not a part of the Religion of Cbrift, 'tis . 
< Jcarce worth while to enquire at all, what his 

€ religion is: from whence it feems very natural 
€ to infer, that the other parts of the Religion of 

* Chrifty arejcarce worth any thing at all of our 
€ notice .' [Deifm fairly Jlated by a moral Philo- 

fopber: p. 5, 6, 7.] See the whole Book, 
which proceeds on this principle j that natural 
Religion being admitted, it muft be a perfedt 
fcheme, a compleat ftrudture ; and that Chrif- 

' tianity, as a fuperftru&ure, is unneceffary : and 
it is lamentable to fee what advantage this 
author takes of the unguarded conceflions, fome 
celebrated Chriftian preachers and controver- 
fialifts of the Church of England, who did not 
forefce, or did not confider, the conlequences 
of their dodtrines. 

Dr. Taylor, fome time fince a Diflenting 
teacher at Norwkb, a man of confiderable 
learning, was the author of certain Theological 
^jedtures, which I have reafon to think have 
met with a more favourable reception than they 
deferved among fpme of the Clergy of our own 
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Church, and have been even recommended as 
elementary tra&s to young Students in Divinity, 
Xn the firft chapter of theft Le&ures, I find a 
rule of interpretation repugnant to the rule given 
us by the Scripture itfelf, which direfts us to 
compare fpiritual things with fpiritual, that is, to 
compare the Scripture with the Scripture, that 
we may keep to the true fenfe of it. But Jiere 
k is laid down as a fundamental rule, that we 
fliould always interpret the Scripture, in a (enfc - 
conftfient with the laws of natural Religion ; for 
that the law of nature, as it is founded in the un* 
changeable nature of things, mufi he the bafts and 
ground-WQrk of every conftitution of Religion which 
God hath eretted. This rule of Dr. Taylor pre- 
judges the Scripture before we come to it, and 
inculcates into inexperienced Students of Di- 
vinity, the very principle that hath ruined us, 
and given us up as a prey to the Deifts ; it al- 
lows them the advantage they have contended 
For againft the peculiar doftrines of Revelation, 
asfcarce worth any thing at all of our notice, in 
>cQtnparifon of natural Religion. For here, I fay, 
before we defcend to the # Scripture, w£ are 
poffeffed of a fyftem, founded in the unchange- 
able nature of things $ from which, whatfoever 

the 
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the Bible may feern to reveal, we arc he*er to 
depart. Let us then fuppofe, that our Chriftian 
Baptifin reaches us to believe in the Name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft: what have 
we to do ? Natural Religion hath already deter-* 
mined, from the unchangeable nature of things, 
that God is but me perftm** Therefore we 
muft interpret the form of Baptifm, to Jucb a 
Jfafe, as will ftill leave this doctrine of nature 
in poffeffion 5 either by teaching that the father, 
•Son, and Holy Ghoft, are, in reality, but one 
jterfon $ or that Jefus Chrift is no perfon in the 
<5odhead, but a mere ntan, tike our/elves ; or, 
that Chriftianity is not true, &a So in like 
manner, by another anticipation, natural Reli- 
gion makes every man his own Prieft and his 
own Temple : therefore it cannot poffibly admit 
the true and proper Priefthood of Jefus Chrift $ 
but muft rejeft the whole do&rine of atonement, 
and the corruption of man's nature ; for this is 
Incompatible with the idea of a natural Religion ;. 
inafmuch as corrupt nature muft produce a cor- 






This (fays Dr. Clarke) is the firft principle of Natural 
Relipotu" See Mr. Jones's CatMk DtBrine of the Trinity ; 
p. 1 5, of the fixth Edition ; where ti?is is considered more 
at large. 
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rupt Religion. If we fay that nature is not 
corrupt, we overturn the foundations of the 
Gofpel ; which teaches us, that the. natural man: 
rtceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither, 
can be know then?.— Man, it feems, is fo far 
from knowing the Ipiritual things revealed to 
him in the Scripture, that, as he now is by na- 
ture, he is not in a condition to receive them 
(they will be foolifhnejs to him) till he is enabled 
fo to do by a new faculty of discernment, which 
is fupernatural and fpirituaL It is therefore 
eafy to forefee what muft be the confequence, 
when Dr. Taylor's, rule is admitted ; and the 
younger Clergy of this Church take him for 
their guide. They will take the dodtrines of 
nature, and work them up with the doftrines of 
the Scripture ; that is, they will throw natural 
Religion into the Scripture, as Aaron threw the 
gold of Egypt into the fire : and, what will 
come out ? Not the Chriftian Religion, but the 
philofophical calf of Socinus. 

Mr. Lockers Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity may 
be read with fafety, by thofe who are already 
well learned in the Scripture : but what a peril- 
ous fituation muft that poor young man be in, 
who, perhaps, when he can but juft conftrue 

the 
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the Greek Teftament, or before, is turned 
over to be handled and tutored by his renowned 
veteran j who, with a fhew of reaf<mablenefs> 
and fome occafional fneers at orthodoxy, and 
affecting the piety and power of infpiration it- 
felf^ has partly overlooked, and partly ex- 
plained away, the firft and greateft principles of 
Chriftianity, and reduced it to a fingle propofi- 
tion, confiftent with Herefy, Schifm, Arianifm, 
Socinianifm, and Qnakerifm. 



C\\K» 
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CHAP. IV. 

ON THE ABUSE OF THE REFORMATION, &C. 

*THO the Doctrines which arc pleaded in de- 
-*- fence of reparation, I might have added 
the ufe which has been made of the hifterical 
svent of our Reformation from the "errors of the 
Church of Rome. Here the DifTenters are in 
confederacy with the Papifts againft us. The 
Papifts objedt, that by the fail of our feparation 
from their Church, the principle of feparation is 
admitted ; and being once admitted, it \yill mul- 
tiply fefts and divilions amongft us, and juftify 
fhsm all, as much as it juftifies us. This is the 
Very argument, which the DifTenters have re- 
peated an hundred times •> and they borrowed 
it originally from Rome, whofe emiflaries were 
dete&ed among the Puritans in the days of 
Elizabeth, feeding them with reafons and ob- 
jections for the multiplying of fchifm, and the 
weakening of the Epifcopal Church of England: 
and God knows, they fucceeded but too well. 
* - However, 
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However, the link which unites thefe two parties, 
may eafily be broken. They both agree, that the 
Reformation of the Church of England was a Se- 
paration from the Church of Rome, of the fame 
kind, and on the fame principles, with the fe- 
paration of our DifTenters. But to lay this, is 
to afiert, that the Pope had a legal authority 
over the Church of England $ when in fad it 
was an ufurped authority -, and the Church of 
England reformed itfelf, as a national Epifcopal 
Church, on the ground of its original indepen- 
dence on the See of Rome. Therefore, till our 
Sectaries have given up this point to the Papifts, 
and made the Church of- England legally de- 
pendent on the authority of Rome, the cafe of 
our Reformation affords no "precedent to their 
feparation. This Bifhop Hoadley knew; there- 
fore he allowed the authority of the Church of 
Rome, and made the Reformation of this 
Church a forcible Separation, or Schifm, that 
all the Sedtaries might be juftified by our exaiiK 
pie. But he goes to a greater length: he 
maintains, that we did not reform, becaufe the 
do&rines of the Church *of Rome were actually 
corrupt, but becaufe we thought them Jo \ putting 
our Reformation on the foot of opinion, not of 



\ 
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reafonable right, and aftual knowledge : and 
opinion being once admitted as a rule of Re- 
formati6n, will hold as good againft us, &s 
againft the Papifts : nay, it will ftop no where, 
till it make every man a Church to himfelf ; 
with fuch do&rines as he likes, and without any 
one Chriftian ordinance whatfocver. When we 
defcend to reafon and authority, a weak caufe 
may foon be overthrown j but if opinion is to 
juftify, the Quakers may ftand their ground; 
and fo may Socinians, Mahometans, Jews, and 
Heathens ; becaufe the opinions of men, from 
the force of cuftom and habit, will go with 
the perfuafion in which they have been edu- 
cated. The Papifts wifli to put all Reforma- 
tion from their Church, on fuch a foot, that the 
principle may be ruined by its own abfurdity : 
and in this our Se&aries, widi Bilhop Hoadley 
for their advocate, have given them all the 
advantage they can defire. 

Popular power is another engine which hath 
been turned againft the Church; that is, againft 
the authority of God and his Minifters $ and if 
this is admitted, then muft that be right which 
the people fet up, whatever it may be. All 
unlawful authority affedis to ride in upon the 
2 % backs 
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backs of the people : and the patriots of Pagan 
Rome, while they trampled upon captive kings, 
and looked upon all nations as*made to be their 
flaves, were always flattering the people of their 
own commonwealth, with the conceit of their 
own majefty. The Geneva difcipline went upon 
this principle; and they were followed therein 
by our Puritans and Independents, 'But the 
Scripture is fb exprefsly againft it, that its 
friends were tempted to corrupt the text of 
the New Teftament, to give it countenance. 
In the Hiftory of the Ordaining of the feven 
Deacons, in the fixth Chapter of the A£ts, the 
text fays — whom WE may appoint over this 
lufinejs — giving the appointment to the Apoftles. 
But the words were altered into — whom YE may 
appoint— -giving the appointment to the people. 
One of the largeft and the moft numerous Folio 
Editions of the Bible ever printed In this coun- 
try, which is that of Field 1660, feveral copies 
of which are ftill to be feen, upon the Reading- 
defks in Our Churches, . has this corruption ; as 
many others had from the yean^i$40 to 1660. 
Field's edition was worked off in the time of 
the Ufurpation, and was to have been publiihed 
under the authority of the Parliament j but 
\ . . ' E3 «*■> 
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not coming forth till after the Reftoration, the 
Title Page was changed, and it made its ap- 
pearance cum Privilegio. 

From this falfification of the Apoftolical 
Hittory, it is eafy to forefee (and every young 
reader fhould be aware of it) how the Englifh 
Hiftory, particularly that of the laft century, 
mufl have fuffered under the. hands of the fame 
party; what falfities and forgeries muft have 
been propagated, to conceal the truth, to de- 
fame and blacken the beft characters, and to 
juftify the worft. Sometimes thefe bold ex- 
periments brought the authors of them into 
great embarraflment. Mr. Baxter y in two 
editions of his Saint's Ever lofting Reft, printed 
before the year 1660, inftead of the Kingdom 
ef Heaven, as it is in the Scripture, calls it the 
Parliament of Heaven (and, if like their own, 
it muft have been a Parliament without a King) 
an^l into this Parliament he puts fome of the 
regicides, and other like faints, who were then 
dead. But in the editions after the Reftora- 
tion, he drops them all out of Heaven again, 
and rcftores the kingdom of God to its place* 
in the language of the Gofpel. Lord Brook 
was onp of the faints whom Baxter thus dif- 

canonized ; 
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canonized: of whofe remarkable end Lord 
Clarendon gives an account $ Vol. ir. Chap, vi, 

p. 114. 

But to return to die fubjedt of popular 
Ele£ti-r;, I have an author before me, ado- 
claimcr againft Priejlcraft, who finds the right 
of the people in the Hiftoiy of the Ekdtion of 
Matthias to the Apoftlefhip. " Matthias is 
elected," fays he, cc to teftify that ordination 
might be 'Valid by the votes of the people only^ 
without the immediate inter pofition of Heaven" 
He calls the AfTembly of Apoftles and Dif- 
ciples, who were an hundred and twenty irr 
number, the people \ of whom we know that eleven 
were Apoftles \ that Jeventy more were ordained 
Minifters; and nothing appears, but that (the 
women excepted) all the reft of this aflembly 
were of the Miniftry likewife. But fuppofing, 
them to be the people, how does it appear, that 
ordination was valid by their votes ? Where is 
the account of this voting ? The eleftion is 
referred to God in the determination of a lot.—' 
Thou> Lord> fhtw whither of theje two thou baft 
chofen. Here the immediate interpofition of 
Heaven is applied for; but our orator fays, this 
ordination was from the votes of the people 

e 4 ' only, 
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only, without any fuch in-terpofition of Hea- 
ven*. Thefe two examples may be fufficient 
to fhew the wretched fhifts, and bold experi- 
ments, to which men are driven in the handling 
of the Scripture, to uphold the Anti-chriftian 
doftrine of a Church, derived from the- authority 
*f the people. 

« 

# See the Axe laid to the Root cfPrieJttraft in font Difconrjes* 
Difc. iv, p % 5. 



A SHORT 



f A 



SHORT VIEW 

OF THE PRESENT STATE 



OF THE 



ARGUMENT 

BETWEEN THE 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

AND THE) n 

DISSENTERS. 



' .«/ 



( 83 ) 



SHORT VIEW, Sec; 



THE excellent Hooker, in the Preface to hi£> 
Ecdefiaftical Polity y gives tfs a curious and 
clear account of the zeal and artifice with' which* 
the firft Puritans maintained and recommended^ 
their fchifm againft the Church of England. - 
But every member of this Church fbould fee # - 
within as fhort a compafs- as may be,- how "the 
lame fcauft. (allowing for the difference of times* 
and fafhions) is maintained now. 

A worthy Divine diftin^ulfhed himfelf fbrrie' 
thirty years ago, in Three. Letters to a GentlerfraiF 
dijfen ting from the Chtocb of, England ; • which * 
Letters were -much attended to at the time; and'' 
procured the author- the notke and encourage-' 
ment of Archbifhop Scckerv He afterwards^ 
reduced the* lubftancc of thenr into & fmalli 
manual, addrefled to a Biffeftting P<mj&{c?iets\ ' 

% 6 * ^&w 
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with the pious defire of guiding him to the 
Church cf England: and an excellent little piece 
it is. But as the zeal of our Piffenters permits 
nothing of this kind to pafs, without the ap- 
1 pearance of an anfwer, it is probable they fet 
one of their beft hands upon the work of writing 
a fhort reply to it ; that, the Difienting pa- 
rifhioner might not be guided to the Church 
of England. This reply, which was printed at 
Birmingham, (that modern mint of bale money, 
and falfe doctrine) I have, with fome difficulty, 
procuredi and I fhall produce,, in their order, 
fuch arguments as I have found in it; from 
which it will be feen, how the Diflenters. of the 
prefent age defend their feparation. 

i. They make very light of the fin of Scbifm, 
as a thing which has nothing , frightful to wife 
people; although it be drefled up by us in a 
frightful form, to terrify the ignorant, and fuch 
as are children in underfl anding. 

Such is Schifm, when it is committed againft 
usi but when it comes home to themfelves x they 
have entertained a very different opinion of it, 
and have carried the principle of unity as high 
as the moft zealous of the Church of England, 
liberty of confciencej when it pperated againft 

tivemfclves v 



A SHORT VIfcW 3 &C. $£ 

themfelves, wks called, curfed. Toleration* that ' 
hideous monfler of Toleration, in a book fubferibed 
by the Minifters of the Province of London* 
Dec* 14, 1647*. We are then agreed, that 
Schifm muft be of pernicious confluence, and 
that k is a grievous affli&ion to the Chriftian 
focfety j though we are not rightly agreed a$, to 
the objefts of Schifm. If confidered in itfel£ 
it is the oppofite to St. Paul's Virtue of Charity > 
as any intelligent perfon may lee, who reads the 
13th Chapter of the iirft Epiftle to the Corin- 
thians as a continuation of the 12th. Chapter. 
And if Charity is the greateft of ail virtues, its 
contrary, which is Schifm, muft be the greateft 
of all fins ; therefore we juftly pray agairift it ia 
the Litany. Whether the Diffenters ever follow 
our example, is more than I know 5 though it 

* See a friendly debate between a Conformift and a Non- 
conformift. Edit. 3, p. 76. That the Diffenters are* to 
this day, of the fame intolerant ff/rit, is not to be doubted ; 
and I have had repeated demonft rat ions of it under my own 
eye, who have feen a fmall minority of Diffenters, though 
unprovoked, ftir up fuch a. furious oppofition againft a 
Church, and its Miniiter, that a. good man, of a peaceable 
temper, made this reflexion upon it to his Clergyman :-— 
« Sir, I perceive we fhould not have fo much as a barn to 
• worlhip God in* if they could prevent it.* . 
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can fcarcely be expe&ed that they Ihould pray* 
againft, while they continue in it, and think it 
hath nothing frightful to wife people. But if 
we may judge of it by its fruits, (and there is 
no better rule) what envy and hatred* what dif- 
putings and railings, what cruelty and perfe- 
ction, what rebellion and facrilege, hath it not 
produced in this kingdom ? and they who afted 
thefe things were fo far from taking fhame to* 
themfelves, that thoy laid all the guilt of them 
upon the Church, which they perftcuted and 
plundered ! We fhould be glad to forget thefe 
things, but that. there are fbme amongft us who- 
delight in the memory of thofe unhappy times, and- 
chew all the murder and the mifchiefof them over 
again, which is the cafe with the author of the- 
Confeffional) and other writers of the fame fpiriu 
As to the corruption of doftrine, whicH follows • 
upon Schifm, it was fo apparent to the a&ors 
in the Schifm of the lift century, . that it forced 
{torn them, that teftimony above-mentioned,, 
againft the curfsd nature of Teleration. . Three- 
fcore different feds, fome holding monftrous 
and blafphemous opinions, rofe out of the Pref- 
byterians of that time.. Now, . to make fight of 
all thefe things,. a& if Schifm, . which is a root 
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of bitternefs, i. e. an adtive principle of mifchief 
in the mind, were but a flight offence, a merer 
fcarecrow to wife people, is to deceive men x 
and bring their confidences and fouls into a fatal' 
fnare. Nay, it is not only to deceive them* 
limply, but with the very deception which 
brought death into the world. The tempter 
fuggefted to our firft parents, that they Jhouli 
notfurely die; and that their apprehensions of 
danger arofe from the ignorance and cbildijhnefs* 
of their underftandings. - - 

2. They plead next, that their, Schifm, with; 
refpedt to the Church of England,. -t& . no more* 
than a Separation from an human, ejiahlijhment - r , 
for that the Church of England has no foundation. 
but upon the King and the Parliament^ whereas 
the Church of Chrift is founded upon ti>e doftrines- 
taught ;by the Apoftles. 

If our Church has no foundation but upon the 
King and Parliament , then certainly it is not. 
founded upon the Authority of Ghrift, . and con— 
fequently it is no Church of Chrift. But wiU 
any man fay, that a national Church, „ being a< 
member of the Catholic Church of Ghrift, ceafes 
to be fuch, when adopted as a part of the con- 
ftitntion* and effablifhed by the civil. 50^^ I 
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Suppofc it were perfecuted by the civil power ; 
and its minifters and worfhip were profcribed; 
would it therefore ceafe to be a Church of 
Chrift ? Certainly not : for the Church of the 
H ebrews in Egypt, was flill the Church of 
God, though the people were under a cruel 
edift not to ferve him, and God owned it as 
fuch, and delivered it at laft. Do the powers 
of this world unmake the Church by their re- 
ception of it, when they do not by their perfe- 
cuting of it ? Do its Bilhops and Prfefts ceafe* 
to be Bifhopsfand Priefts ? Do its Sacraments 
ceafe to be Sacraments ? Doth its difcipline 
ceafe to be Chriftian difcipline, and love its 
authority, becaufe the ftate admits of it, and 
eftablifhes it ? I fay, fuppofe they were to de- 
clare againft all thefe things, as the Heathens 
and Jews did in the firft ages of the Gofpel, 
their declaration would fignify nothing : becaufe 
the Church, in its Priefthood and Sacraments,, 
derives its authority only from Jefus Chrift, 
which the perfecution of the civil powers cannot 
reach ; much lefs can their allowance turn it 
into an human authority, and render it of none 
effedt. But we fhall fee hereafter, how all this 
is overthrown, by another plea which tbe Dif- 
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/enters (forgetting this) have made ufe of to 
defend their fcparation from the Church of 
England. 

To fay, that the Church of Chrift is founded 
upon the dcffrines taught by the Apoftles, is a 
grofs miftake. Doffripes can no more confer 
authority of office to Church minifters, than the 
Statute book in England can make a juftice of 
the peace ; whofe power muft come to him by 
perfpnal deputation. A written law does no- 
thing, till there comes an executive power, law- 
fully ordained, to adminifter and bring it to 
effeft. Let any Diflenter ihew us the text or 
do&rihe that will make a Prieft. We can fbon 
lhew him one which tells us how Priefts muft be 
made, — No man taketh this honour to himfelf, but 
be that is called of God> as was Aaron ; who was . 
called by an outward confecration, from a per- 
fon whom God had commifiioned to confecrate : 
and the power thus given defcended by fucceflion 
to his pofterity. The power of abjolution was 
given by Chrift to the Chriftian miniftry, and 
without this power there can be no fuch thing 
as a Church of Chrift. The Priefthood had 
the power of abfolution under the Law of Mofes ; 
and even the Priefts of Heathenifm were never 
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confidered as the representatives of the people, 
but of the God to whom they belong \ to pro- 
nounce bleflings and forgive fins in his name. 
Put the Prefbyterians are fo far from claiming 
this power to themfelvcs, (though fuppofed to 
be in all the Priefts of the world) that they 
mock at it in us, and call it Popery and 
Juggling ; and a Church fo rejedtiqg a power 
effential to the nature of priefthood, is in a ftate 
of abjuration againft its own cxiftence. 

3. They fay, the Church of England hath 
impofed fuch articles of faith, as the . Gofpet 
hath not impofed \ for which impofition Chrift 
hath given no autkority. 

This objeftion extends to every Church upon 
earth, that requires any articles of faith, a* 
terms of Church Communion; and it proves 
too much if it proves any thing. The Gofpel, 
it is true, impofes nothing but Bapifm, and its 
Faith in the Name of the Father \ Son, and Holy. 
Ghoft: all other articles are intended for the de- 
fence and fecurity of this one in its proper ex- : 
tent. And fuch articles will be more or lefs* 
according to times and occafions, as the adver- 
saries of the faith affault it on different fides, 
and with different principles of offence. The ; 

Gofpel 
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Gofpel does not require that we fliould renounce 
the World, the Flelh, and the Devil -, nor let 
down the Apoftles' Creed, a§ a condition cf 
communion : and, if we had a mind to be per- 
verfe and captious, we might argue, that a man 
may come to Chriftian Baptifm with his mouth 
fhut, and not fay one word for himfelf, becaufe 
the Gofpel hath not fet down the form, nor fj 
cified the terms of the Baptifmal Coven., .tj 
though the intention or fenfe of it (what we are 
to renounce, and what we are to believe) is 
clear throughout the New Tefbment. The 
Church of England hath articles exprel:,iy 
againft Popery: but the Gofpel hat:: impofed 
no fuch articles ; it knew nothing of Popery ; 
and the principle of the Diflenters would leave 
us defencelcfs againft the Papifts, as well as all 
our other enemies, and is contrary to the fun- 
damental principle of all fociety, and even of' 
nature itfelf. We have no occafion here to 
enquire, what the Articles of the Church of 
England are ; becaufe the objedtion extends to 
all articles whatfoever, except' fuch as are fet 
down in the Scripture, which fets down nothing 
hut baptifm ; and is fo brief in its accounts, that 
every true principle of the Chriftian Faith might; 



fft A SHORT VIEW, &C. 

be evaded, if we were to lay hold of fome Ihort 
expreffions, and make them exclu/ive, contrary 
to common rules of reafoning, the plained fafts, 
and the nature of the cafe, as fbme have done j 
particularly the celebrated Mn Locke> who con- 
tends, that the Chriftian Golpel has but one 
article, namely, that Jefus Cbrift is the Meffiah^ 
whereas the one great condition of Salvation, in 
the Gofpel, is Baptifm in the name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; therefore the great 
and fundamental article of the Gofpel, is that of 
Faith in Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 

4. From the preceding article, which aflerts 
that the Church of England hath impofed arti- 
cles which Chrift hath not impofed ; it is argued, 
that in oppofing the Church of England, they 
oppofe an invafion of the kingly authority of Jefus 
Chrift. 

Jefus Chrift doth not aft in perfon, but hath 
commiflioned his Church to aft for him, and 
hath promifed to be with it, and fupport its 
authority, to the end of the world. Therefore, 
to argue for Jefus Chrift againft his Church, is 
to fet up Jefus Chrift againft himfelf -, and the 
like objeftion may be made againft all the 
Churches in the world : which, fo far as thejr 

aft 
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a£t for their own juft fights, under Jefus*Chrift, 
may be Taid to ad againjt him. Every true 
Church is bound to aflert and defend the faith it 
hath received : £>ut its enemies will call this ne- 
ceflary defence an impofition> and then contend, 
that they are free from all obligation. But 
with what grace doth this argument come from 
the party, who impofed their own folemn league . 
and covenant on men's confciences in this king- 
dom, at the peril of their lives and fortunes, and 
profcribed them as malignant s if they refufed 
to take it ; for which there certainly is neither 
precedent nor precept in the Gofpel? How 
marvelloufly do the opinions of men change, 
when they argue for them/elves, and when they 
argue againjl us ! • 

5. To explain away the offence-of Schifm, it is 
farther argued, that as there were Schifms among 
the Corinthians, when it does not appear that 
there was any Reparation; fo there may be a fe- 
paration where there is no Schifm : becaufe 
Chriftians may ftill be united in heart and affec- 
tion y though they perform the offices of religion 
in different places and in different ways. 

The hiftory of fads in this country gives us 
a different profpedt of things, and indeed it is 
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prepofterous to fuppofe, t}iat if we fow in Schifm, 
we fhall reap in Unity : or, in other words, that 
if we murder and mangle the body of the Church,. 
we fhall preferve charity, which is the life and 
foul, of it. It is true, we lhall not difpute much 
about any thing, if we are indifferent to every- 
thing : but mifguided religious zeal is not of this 
infipid chara&er. The ordinance of Parliament 
of the nth of Auguft 1645, for putting in exe- 
cution the directory, has thefe words :— " If any 
cc perfon or perfons whatfoever, (hall, at any 
€€ time or times hereafter, ufe, or caufe the 
" aforefaid Book of Common Prayer to be ufed 
€< in any Church, Chapel, or public place of 
€ < worfhip, or in any private place, or family, 
<c within the kingdom of England, or the do- 
" minion of Wales, or port and town of Ber- 
€i wick : every perfon fo offending herein, lhall, 
€i for the firft offence, pay the fum of five 
<c pounds of lawful Englifh money ; for the 
€C fecond offence, ten pounds; and for the 
cc third, fhall fuffer one whole year's imprifon- 
" ment, without bail or mainprize." This law 
was one of the fruits of Schifm ; and there never 
was a law morefevere and cruel. The king 
was then living, and the private worfhip of his 

3 family 






A SHORT TIEW, &C. 9^ 

femily is not excepted. But thefe were days of 
religious madnefs ; we know better now. So 
it is faid; but I fear with very little truth. 
What Would not that perfecuting fpirit do, if it 
had power, which is fo confpicuous in the Syl- 
labus of Mr. Robinfon's Le&ures, a Dijfenting 
teacher at Cambridge? How frefli is the re- 
membrance (or ought to be) of the riots in 
London, which Ihook the kingdom, and brought 
us fo nearly to ruin in a few days : all ccmdu&ed 
by a fanatic Prefbyterian, with a rout of forty 
thoufand diforderly people at his heels ? And 
if the principles of fanaticifm can perform fuch 
wonders here, even in a man without learning, 
without parts, without morals, without fenfe : 
how dreadful may their effedls be upon a future 
occafion ! and who can tell how /con that occa- 
fion may happen? efpecially as Dr. Trieftley, 
another Dijfenting teacher •, is now threatening us 
with impending ruin, from himfelf and his party'; 
who give us. warning, that they have long beeni 
and- are now, conveying gunpowder under our 
foundation, to blow up the old rotten fabric of 
the Church of England ? Neither is that zeal 
totally departed which produced the cruel- edidt 
of 1645, a g a i n ft the ufe of our Liturgy ; a Dif- 



« 
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fenter (to my knowledge) having been lately 
heard to declare, that every Common Prayer 
Book in England ought to be burned I and this 
was from a perfon, who, abftra&ed from thefe 
paroxy fms of religious bigotry, was of a peace- 
able and quiet temper! Add to this, that 
pra&ice, which is almoft univerfal with the Dif- 
fenters, of forcing their fervants and dependants 
into "the worjbip of the Meetitig-houje, however 
ftrong their affe&ions may be to the worfhip of 
the Church by birth and education. But our 
Piflenting apologift affures us, Chriftians may 
ftill be united in heart and affe£lion y though they 
worlhip God in different places : and that there 
may be feparation without Schifm, as there was 
Schifm at Corinth without feparation. But 
thefe fmaller Schifms of the Corinthians, which 
did not aftually feparate them into different 
communions, were yet, according to the Apof- 
tie, very reprehenfible, and of bad tendency : 
therefore, aftual feparation, being Schifm in the 
extreme, muft be more reprehenfible. To fup- 
pofe it lefs, is to contradift the reafon of things; 
as ifitfhould be Argued, that becaufe we may 
hurt a man without killing him, therefore we 
may kill a man without hurting him. 

6. How- 
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6. However, if there fhould be .any Schifm 
betwixt the Church of England and the Dif- 
lentcrs, they fay the guilt' of it is with the 
C^hurch, who will not yield to weak brethren in 
things which are confejfect to be indifferent and of 

/mall moment* 

With what propriety can things of /mall 
moment be introduced, as obje&ions to our 

-Communion, after it has been aflerted, that the 
Church of England is no Church of .Chrift? If 
that objeftion be good, all things of /mall mo- 
ment are fuperfluous. For who can be obliged, 
or who indeed will confent, to be a member of 
a Church, which is no Church of Chrift? 
cf Leave things indifferent (faith this reply) as 
they are in their own nature, and as Chrift hath 
left them, and the feparation is over." So 
then, if thefe indifferent things were removed, the 
Dificnters would communicate with a Church, 
which is no Church of Chrift i Who can be- 
lieve this? Is it not much more probable, 
that the Diflenters do not mean to throw up the 
faparation for any conceflions that can be made 
by a Church, which, in their opinion, is itfelf 
feparated from the Communion of Jcfus Chrift ? 

. Thefe objeftious are fo inconfiftent, that they 
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leave fmall hopes of the poflibilhy of a reeon- 
. ciliacion. For if all thefc fmall things were re- 
moved, ftill there will remain the infuperable 
(and we truft, uhcharitable and groundlefs.) ob- 
jection, that the Church of England is no 
Church^bf Chrift": and that Diflenters cannot 
upon any principle communicate with a Church, 
which they think to be excommunicate. The 
cafe between us is very bad under this repcefen- 
tation of it; but it becomes, ifpoflible, more 
hopclefs in what follows. - 

7. For the Reply tells us, that the Diflenters 
do not ftand out for the value of the things re- 
quired, which are matters of indifference-, but 
ftand up in defence of that liberty, wherewith 
Chrift hath made them free, and will not be 
brought into bondage. 

Do they think then, that Chrift hath given 
them liberty to break the peace of the Church, 
for matters indifferent? That is, to deftroy 
peace, eflential to falvation; to fave liberty, 
the creature of human pride ? Another apologift 
of the Diflenters, the author of The independent 
Whig, puts this matter out of queftion ; and 
. affirms without referve, that Schijm is fo necef- 
fary to the prefervation of liberty > that there can 

be 
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be no Liberty without Scbifm. What would the 
Chriftian world be, if this principle were univer- 
sally followed ? No two of us could confent 
together j becaufe the .one muft lofe his liberty > 
till he goes off into Scbifm ; fo it would break 
all Chriftian focieties into individuals. Liberty 
and bondage are words of ftrange fignifications 
in this land, which it would be tedious to dis- 
play. Only let us diftinguifh, that there is na 
bondage in dutiful fubmiffionj for that, is the 
Jervice of God which is perfeff freedom : nor any 
liberty in unreafonable difobedience $ for that is| 
the bondage of Satan, who works in the chil- 
dren of difobedience, and puts them to a great 
-deal of trouble ; making them reitlefs and im- 
patient, and leading them fuch a wearifome life, 
that if it were not called liberty, they would wifh 
themfelves out of the world. 

8. The Church of England is accuied of 
taking away the Bread and the Cup, unlels 
people will receive kneeling $ and Chrift hath 
not made kneeling a neceflary term of Com- 
munion. 

Nor is it neceflary with us 5 becaufe we ad- 
minifter the Sacrament to the fick or the infirm, 
either fitting, kneeling, or lying. Kneeling is 
*> f 2 ^\^S^ X 
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proper to an aft of devotion ; fuch the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is now, and not a 
focial aft of eating, as at the Paflbver, when it 
was firft inftituted. Kneeling may admit of a 
bad conftruftion, becaufe the Papifts kneel and 
worfhip the Hoft: but Charity will give it a 
good conftruftion, and then all the difficulty is 
over. However, let us call it an impqfttion: 
yet why Ihould the^ enjoining of it be objefted 
to by the very people, who impofed on all that 
took their folqmn league and covenant, the 
pofture of Jlanding) with the ceremony of lifting 
up the right hand bare ? But, what is ftill more 
to the purpofe, one of their apologifts allures 
us, they make no fcruple of giving their Sacra- 
ment to all thofe who chufe to kneel in a Meet- 
ing-houfe*. Therefore it is not the thing 
(though that is fometimes highly exclaimed 
againft) but the enjoining of the thing that ren- 

* t€ In fome of our Churches, there are fome who receive 
ftandirtgy fome kneeling. — Nor is there, I believe, amongft 
our minifters, one in five hundred, who would refufe to give 
the Sacrament either (landing or kneeling, to any one who 
thought either of thefe the fitteft pofture of receiving." 
Dijfenting Gentleman's Anfaer to the Rev. Mr. White's 
Three Letters. P. 21. 

ders 
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ders it offenfive : and it appears from this cafei 
. that Difienters will do that to pleafe themlelves, t 
which they will not do to pleafe God ; who hath 
enjoined us all to be at peace with one another, 
and to agrfce in his worfhip. 
( Sponfors in Baptifm, and the fignature of the. 
Crofs, are objefted to. But the firft is only a 
prudent provifion, as a farther fecurity for the 
child, if the parents fhould die, or be of fuch 
chara&ers as renders them unfit for fponfors $ 
which the child cannot help. The fignature of 
the Crofs can give no offence (as one Ihould 
think) to any perfon who delights in the me- 
. mory of the Crofs itfelf. The pureft ages of the 
Church ufed it on all occafions, particularlyMn 
exorcifms, which were antiently a part of Bap- 
tifm ; and there are fome pretty clear intimations 
in the Scripture for the ufe of fome fignature on 
the forehead; and the firft of all fignatures is 
that of the Crofs. For motives of worldly 
traffic, the Dutch, inftead of preferring it to a 
place in their foreheads, trample it under their 
feet : and our Difienters rejedl it from an affec- 
tion to their Schifm. If the Papifts are fuper- 
abundant and fuperftitious in the ufe of the 
Crofs, what is that to us ? If they repeat the 

F3 Lord\ 



102 A SHORT VIEW, &CC 

i 

Lord's Prayer twenty times in an hour, are we 
not to repeat it all * ? 

ju It is farther objefted to our. Church, that 
the people have a right, art unalienable right, to 
chufe their own minifters; which with us- they 
are not permitted to do. 

As for the patriotic term unalienable, it is ap- 
plied to the rights of nature, which are unalien* 
able becaufe they are inherent. . But here, it can 
only mean, that the Differiters claim it, and are 
refolved not to part with it. On this part of 
the fubjeft, I muft lament with- tears in my 
eyes," the great abufes in the Church of Eng- 
land, in refpeft to patronage and admiffion into 
Church-livings. But in bad times, no regula- 
tions are fufficient to fecure us from corruption ; 
and even the very means appointed to keep out 
bad men, will let them in : for there are times, 
when perfons of no confeience or charafter may 
aft with impunity ; and the worft of men are the 
moft ready to play with all religious fecurities. 
That this cafe would be mended if the choice 
x>f minifters were always with the people, is by 

* See the ufe of the Signature of the Crofs in Baptifra, 
fully and learnedly vindicated in Bennet's Abridgment of 
the London Cafes, chap* vi. 

4 no 
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no means clear. For nothing is fo common as 
for people to be divided in intercfts and affec- 
tions on very unworthy motives ; and thence 
many great and fcandalous xlifturbances arife ; 
and a parifh is fo divided into parties, that per- 
haps they do not come into humour again for 
fome years. Befides ; fuppofe a Sacinian (hould 
have' got poffeflion of a pulpit, and preached, 
the people (or a fern of the moft aEtive, noify> 
and cunning, who overbear all the reft) into 
Herefy : whom would they chufe, but a So- . 
cinian, at the next vacancy? And would it 
not be much better that an. Orthodox minifter 
lhould be put upon them ? If the people have 
this right, then all the people have it ; and con* 
fcquently a Socinian congregation have a right ' 
to chufe a Socinian minifter. How the Scrip-* 
ture hath been handled, as to this affair of 
popular election, was noted in the Poftfcript to v 
the Effay on the Church. 

i<x Though the Diflenters have no miniftrjr . 
by SucceJ/ion, they make light of this defeft, and 
think they are as well off as we are, becaufe -. 
they fay, our right of ordaining came down to us . 
through the channel of Popery. 

Bifhops, Priefts, and Deacons, in a Church, ; 

p 4 tf ere 
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were no invention of Popery, nor is our fuo 
ceffion any more affe&ed by Popery, than the 
Apoftles' Creed, which is alfo come dawn to us 
through the channel of Popery \ and fo is Canon of 
the Scripture itfclf : yet we take the old Creed 
and the old Scriptures, and think them as good 
as ever. - The Church of Rome is under fudi 
an opprobrium with Proteftants, , jthat it is a 
convenient bugbear, brought forward upon all m 
occafions by thofe who want better argument, 
to frighten us out of our Church principles, and 
cover the weaknefs of their own innovations. 
But the fucceffion of Church offices is no mare 
affe£ted by the errors of Popery, than a man's 
pedigree is affedted by his bodily diftemper, 
or the diftempers of his parents ; and if the 
v man, by alteratives and reftoratives, is cured 
with the bkfling of God, he returns to the (late 
of his purer anceftors of a remote generation. 
A felf- originated upftart, who has been railing, 
at him for things pail, in which he. had no (hare, 
ntey take his name, and claim his inheritance ; 
but when his title comes to be examined, the true 
right will appear, and juftice will take place. 

If we trace the pedigree of the Church of 
England far enough backwards, we find a 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian Church of the Epifcppal form ia 
Britain, with an independent right and authority 
of its own, before Auftin fet his foot in the 

* 

country-, as the meffenger of Rome. At the 
Reformation, this Church did but return to its 
original rights, with an Epifcopacy independent 
of the Pope, and enjoyed it for fome years, with 
the general approbation of the people, and there 
was no fuch thing as a Prefbyterian in the nation. 
It was approved and congratulated for its felicity 
by the reformed of other countries : and even 
Calvin and Beza, then little thought that they 
fhould have any followers fo mad, (I ufe their ^ 
own word) as to reject fuch an Epifcopacy 'as 
ours,, which had freed itfelf from the ufurpatiori 
of the Papacy. Calvin, in his Epiftk to Car- 
dinal Sadolet, faid of thofe who fhould rejeft 
fuch an hierarchy, <that he fhould think them, 
nullo non anathem&ie dignos, i. e. " that no curfe 
could be too bad for them." Zfezi. would not 
believe that any could reject the order of Bifhops 
in a reformed Church. If there he fuch , faid he, 
God forbid that any man in bis wits fhould qffent 
to' the madnefs of thofe men *.- And in the fame 
Book t* fpeaking of the hierarchy of England 

* Ad Tract* de Minift. Ewang. ah lladr* Sara<v. Edk» 
Beigo. c. i» i Cap. i$ % 

* 5 ^ 
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and her Bifliops, he fays, Let her enjoy that Jin- 
gular bleffing of God } which I wijh may be per- 
petual to her. Such at that time were the fcn- 
timents of Beza and Calvin; who afterwards 
found it convenient to change their ftyle ; and, 
when the war was carried on againft Epifcopaey 
klclf, the expurgatorial authority of their editors 
in later editions expunged thefe charitable ar- 
te ftations out of their works $ which hath a very 
guilty appearance. 

it. The Diffenters plead; that what is called 
the Aft of Toleration, has given a fan6libn to 
their feparation, and taken away the fin of it. 
They are " not chargeable with Schifm, fince 
they who have the power of continuing or altering 
eur Church at their pleafure y have given them 
liberty to withdraw , and have taken their places 
of worfliip under their protection as well as 



ours." 



If I underftand -this plea right, k is a mfll- 
ilbne about the neck of all the reft ; becaufc it 
(hews, that the apologift of the Diffenters hath 
argued without principles, and fi> hath fallen 
into a manifeft contradiction. He began with 
0H>cking at the Church of England, as having 
no foundation but upo$ tbt King and Parliament : 

, or* 
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or, as another Diflenter hath expre0ed it,, ia 
the like infulting ftrain, as " built upon tht 
foundation of the Lords qnd Commons > the King 
himf elf being the chief corner ftone" And they 
-have argued, that it even ceafes to be a Church * 
ofChrift, becaufe it a£ts under the allowance ofc 
the civil power. Yet in their own cafe, the* 
King and Parliament, by an a£k of Grace, can 
make Schifm to be mTSchifin ! The prote&ion 
we have from the tivil government is caft in our 
teeth, as a difadvantage, which extends even to 
the unchurching of us, and throwing us out of, 
the kingdom of Chrifti but thfc fame thing 
(fuppofing them to have it) takes away from 
them the guilt of their feparation ! Arid thui 
they give to the King and Parliament, the 
privilege of God himfelf, who only can forgive 
fin : which is more than we ever allowed them. 
, It is a very falfe. fuggeftion, that our civil 
government can alter the Church at their plea* 
fure. There is, indeed, a fenfe, in which it 
may be faid, that a man has power to do what-* 
ever he can do by force and violence : but ftilj 
there is an effential difference between the power 
of force and the power of right and authority. 
The Church of England never can be altered 

F 6 Uv&Vs* 
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legally, without the confcnt and aft of the Con- 
vocation, who are a part of the conftitution : and 
if it were otherwife done, it muft be done by anaft 
of violence, againft the rights of Englifhmen ; for " 
Englilhmen do not lofe their rights by being 
Chriftians and Churchmen ; as their enemies are 
inclined to have it. There can be no power of 
authority in laymen to make or unmake a 
Church, any more than there can be a power in 
• the Church to make or unmake the civil con- 

r 

ftitution ; and nothing can confound thefe powers 
but an overbearing principle of infidelity -, from 
which may Gdd deliver us ; who hath promifed 
that the gates of Hell (the judicial power of the 
adverfaries of Jefus Chrift) fhall not prevail 
againft us. . Suppofe the civil power fhould 
make an aft, that the King (hall ordain Priefts, 
or that Priefts fhall not baptize children, nor 
confecrate the Sacrament ; what would fuch an 
aft fignify ? Therefore, they have not the 
power to alter the Church at their \fleafure ; for 
this might be their pleafure, if their wits, or the* 
grace of God were to forfoke them. Such a 
power, if it were claimed, was never exercifed 
even by Heathen perfecutors. However, the 
Diffentcrs do not feem unwilHng that fuch a 

tyran- 
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tyrannical power fhould be exercifed, and ap- 
pear to relilh the idea of ir, if it be but turned 
againft the Church of England. No one Jpiritual 
a£t can be exercifed, nor is it claimed by the 
civil power in this country; which can neither 
baptize, nor ordain, nor abfolve, nor confecrate, 
nor excommunicate ; although the Diflenters, 
in the heat of their zeal, have given the ftate a 
ipirital power, and even more, over us and 
themfelves too. But the ftate can fay, who 
fliall or fhall not partake of temporalities : and 
this very ftate will fay, fome more r fome lefs, 
as long as the Church accepts of their proteftion, 
and enjoys a legal maintenance and fupport un- 
der them. * Worldly politics in fuch a cafe will 
be fure to interfere, and abufes will arife. 
Churchmen will be apt to accommodate them- 
felves to the views and inclinations of the ftate, 
or fome of the adting members of the ftate, 
who are their friends: their do&rines will change 
with the times; their confeiences will become 
too flexible and eafy, and the people whom they 
teach will be in danger from their*. There is 
no convenience in this world without its incon- 
venience. When the ftate was fchifmatical in 
the days of the grand ufurpation,. the Church of 
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that time could find no fuch fin as facrikge itt 
the Scripture, for the fear of giving offence to 
their patrons, who were deep in the guilt of it : 
and the Affembly of Divines (as it was remarked 
long ago by Bp Patrick) avoided all mention 
of it in their Annotations. 

12. The Diflenters hold theotfel.ves blame-, 
kfs, becaufc many perfons of the Church of 
England, and fome of great and popular cha- 
racter, have jufiified. and even applauded their 
feparation. 

I find great ftrefs laid upon this circumftance, 
which is blazoned out with pompous words and 
fplendid quotations, as well of what hath been 
Jpoken (or fo reported) as written. But the fear 
or favour of men, efpecially of men too attentive 
to the interefts of this world (as fome of their 
friends have certainly been) is a very unfound 
bottom for the Diflenters to reft upon : and (b 
tHey eftcem it themfelves, when .it is 05 our 
fide. But if any falfe brethren amongft us take 
part with them, all fuch are excellent men, ornor 
ments of the ejlablijhment, and of unanfwerable 
authority. Sometu^ss the Diflenter§ are all fax 
the Scripture ; Jefus Chrift is their only King; 
and tQ him they appeal for the xe&iutude of their 

pro- 
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proceedings : but if they find a flatterer amongft 
us, they make the moft of him : and fome fuch 
are always to be found $ for all are not Ifracl 
that are of Ifrael ; and it doth not follow, that a 
man mwft be true to the Church of England, 
becaufc it hath introduced him to a feat m the 
Houfe of Lords. Temporal confiderations bring 
fome men into the Church* whole hearts and 
affe&ions never were, nor ever will be with it. 
Of fuch no honeft man can approve ; and there- 
fore the approbation, of fuch, with all their tefti- 
monies and certificates, is but of little value a£ 
laft. Bifliop Hoadley was of this character : a 
Socinian in principle : who, while he was cele- 
brated by the enemies of the Church of England, 
(and perhaps affifted toward his advancement) 
for having banilhed all Mitres and Lord/hips, 
and Spiritual Coitrts y out of the Kingdom of 
Cbrijlj was, himfelf, an anfwer to every thing 
he had written ; who fcrupled not to adorn him-* 
fclf with a Mitre and a Lordftiip in one of the 
firft preferments in this Church ; while he was a 
greater favourer of thofe who were % out of it, 
than of thofe who were in it; unlefs they were 
in it upon his own principles. 

Among!* 
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; Amongft other bright ornaments of the Chterch 
who applaud the reparation of the Diflenters, 
the authors of the Free and Candid Difquifttions 
are brought in. Thefe are not only tender to 
the Diflenters, but they rather think we (hall 
never do well without them ; that they are ne- 
ceflary to preferve the virtue of the nation ; to 
fave our religious liberty ; to prevent the return 
of Jlavery ; and to ferve as a check/ left we 
fhould caft a favourable afpett toward Rome. 
Thefe things are fairly faid, but not truly j and 
if we confider a little farther from whencrf they 
came, little honour will acrue to the Diflenters 
from the Teftimony of thefe authors. For it is 
by no means clear that they were members of our 
own Churchy though they moft folemnly and re- 
peatedly profeffed themfelves fo to be in their 
work.* It was fufpefted very early, that they 
were not fuch as they called themfelves, but 
enemies under the difguife of friends. Of this 
their work itfelf carries fome internal marks > 
which feem to have efcaped them unawares.— 
FiBd cito ad Naturam 'reciderint fuam. The 
author of Free and impartial Conft derations on 
the Free and candid Difquifttions \ prefled them 
with this (Anno 1751) and with great appear- 
/ arice 
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ance of reafon. He told them farther* cc It 
begins now to be reported, and I pardy believe 
it, that an eminent Diflenter, well known by 
his writings, has had a hand more or lefs in the 
Difquifitions *. But, fome few years after, in • 
1758, when this fecret had been fearched a little 
farther, or had tranlpired of itfelf, I find an 
author, and, I believe, a very honeft one, aflert- 
ing in the plained terms, that thofe authors 
were aftually Diflenters; and taxing the party 
very roundly with their prevarication, in thefe 
words : cc Amidft the greateft indulgence, and 
in open defiance of the : laws, they impugned and 
libelled our Liturgy,- ^nd pur Conftitution— 
without the leaft prdof w foundation : they 
charged our Liturgy . with all the defedts, with 
ail the faults, improprieties, and corruptions, 
which had been fuggefted by Fapifts* Heretics, 
Enthufiafts, and the moft inveterate enemies of 
our conftitution. And for fear, the people 
fhould fay, that an enemy had done this, they, 
by the moft folemn and repeated infinuations, 
declared- themfelves to be true and dutiful Jons 
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of the tftablifhed Church *." If, after fuch; pro- 
fefiions, thefe writers were Diflejaters, their 
Difquifitions exhibit fuch a fcene of freachery, 
prevarication, felf-adulation, and ingratitude, to 
the government under which, and th$ eftablifhed 
Church with which they live, as i$\fcaf<;cly to 
.be paralleled in hiftory. . ; 

On this fuppofition, all the fine things thofe 
authors thought fit to fay of the Diflentfcrs, and 
their virtues, and the nature and merits of their 
feparation, are of no authority; for that Dif- 
fenters fhould praife Diflenters, is nothing, won- 
derful 5 but, if Diflenters did this, urtdcr the: 
name of true and dutiful Jons of the Chur<b 9 then, 
fuch praife is againft them in every word* 
of It. What fort of principles they muft be,, 
which can reconcile men's confeiences to fuck 
Jefuitical "fraud* and difguifes, they who praftice ' 
them are bound to confider. 

If the Diflenters think they can juftify their 
feparation by the praife of men j let them pro- 
ceed fairly, and take it, fuch as it is, all to- 
gether. They fhould remember, and eftimate 

• Cafe of the Royal Martyr confidered with candour, 
p. 333> 334- 

pro- 
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properly, how much of it comes from the bench' 
of our Bifbops, and how much from the feat of 
the fcornful : how univerfally they are be- 
friended and admired by Deifts, Free-thinkers, 
Socinian Philofbphers, and loole-livers ; who 
delighting to fee the Church oppofed, and 
Chriltian people divided, are exactly of the 
fame opinion with fome of thofe great ornaments 
of the eftablijhment of whofc teftimony our apo- 
logift hath fo loudly boafted. " I heartily thank 
God," fays the author of The, Independent Whig, 
cc that we have Diffenters> and I hope wejhalt 
never be without them.* 99 

ij. The laft and the moft general argument 
on which the Diffenters depend ; and which, if 
it were juft, would render all other arguments' 
fuperfluous, is this ; that all men have a right 
to judge and chuje for them/elves in matters of 
Religion. 

This is an extenfive principle, which juftifies 
all fedts, and fuperfedes all ihttitutions and facra- 
ments whatfoever. It alfo fhews the Diffenters 
of thifc day, who have recourfe to it, to be 
quite a different clafs of men, from the Puritans 

-* Vol. iii, p. 223, 
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in the days of Elizabeth ; for here they extend 
their claims from Schifm up to Herefy, and 
beyond it, even into the privileges and immuni- 
ties of infidelity itfelf. The Puritans formerly 
judged againft us in our difeipline: but the 
Diflenters, and their friends, now judge againft 
us in our do&rines. For, thus faith the author 
of the Independent Whig, another apologift of 
the Diflenters. — <f No man ought to pay any 
fubmiflion to that doftrine or difeipline which he 
does not like:" and the war, which was once 
carried on againft Prelacy and Ceremonies, is • 
now turned againft Articles and Creeds. 

If the Diflenters at large have this right of 
chufing what they Iike y and rejedting what they 
diflike : then the Quakers have it : and why not 
the Jews and the Mahometans ? For, I defire 
to know, what there is betwixt us and them, 
but matters of Religion. 

. As to this affair of chufing, efpecially in mat- 
ters of Religion, there are ftrange examples of 
human pcrverfenefs and wickednefs. How 
often did the people chufe new Gods ? Herefy 
is fo called, becaufe it is a doftrine which a 
man doth not receive but chufe for himfelf j and 
if his choice is of right, there can be no fuch 

thing 
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thing as Herefy in the world. But Herefy is 
reckoned among the works oftheflejh ; and they 
that heap up teachers to them/elves,, are faid to do 
it of their* own tufts. Thus every cafe becomes 
defperate: for luft, being an irrational, brutal 
principle, hears no reafon; and nothing but 
difbrder and confufion can follbw, when this 
principle takes the lead in religion. When 
men took wives ofjuch as they chofe, and had no 
rule but this rule of choice ; the earth was foon 
filled with violence : and if men may take what 
they chufe in Religion, fedts and divifions, 
flrife and envying, rebellion and facrilege, with- 
out end, muft be the confequence : and fo it 
1$ already recorded in the annals of this king-* 
dom. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST SEPARATION OF 
THE DISSENTERS FROM THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND. 

nr^HE preceding fhort View of the Argument 
-*• betwixt the Church and the Diffenters, 
having brought the authors of Free and Candid 
Difquifitions on the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, under our con fide ra tion y I cannot 
help mentioning on this occafion, that I have a 
Manufcript in my poffeffion of feventy-twp 
fheets, containing Remarks on that work, 
written immediately after its publication, by 
one of the firft Scholars, and beft Divines of 
this centurv. 

The public never did, and probably never 
will, receive any information from thefe papers; 
but to me they have been very entertaining and 
inftruftive. In one of the Author's "Notes 
upon a large Quotation from the Epiftles of 
St. Cyprian, I find the following account of the 

the 
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-*rlfc and progrefs of the Schifm, Which hath 
troubled the ftate of the Church, more or lefs, 
ever fince the Reformation; and as this little*; ? 
work may fall into the hands of fome readers, •.; 
. who never heard, whether our Difienters 
originally divided from us, of we from them-, it 
may beufeful to fhew how the cafe Hands. The 
faft is this ; they went out from us, after the full 
eftablifhment of this Church. 

c For, in the year 154.8, 2 Ed. vi, the Arch- 
bijhop of Canterbury, and twelve of the other 
principal- Bijhops and Divines, joined in a 
Committee, drew up the Form of celebrating the 
Lord's Suffer ; and, after that, of the reft of 
the Common Prayer; chiefly from the beft pri- 
mitive formularies of Public Prayer they could 
. find; which was foon after confirmed by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, with this Teftimony fubjoined, 
viz. that None could doubt, but that the authors 
were infpired, and ajjijled therein, by the Holy 
Ghoft. At the feme time, (as Nichols, in his 
Defenfio Ecclefia Anglican*, obferves) it was 
the peculiar happinefs of our Reformation, that 
it had been eftablifhed by the concurrent Autho- 
rity of the Church and State, fo we enjoyed the 
mod perfed agreement and -unanimity c£ ^ 
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orders of men among us; the very name of 
thofe fwarms of SeSlarifts (the filthy pollutions 
whereof have, Jince, infeEted fo far, and wide) 
being then not fo much as heard of in our land. 
Neither did any one, either at home or abroad, 

v$he envy, ill-nature, and heterodoxy of Calvin 
only excepted) charge us, in the leaft, with any 
remains of Pofijh leaven, as mixt with our fer- 
vices and orders, of any thing that looked that 
way : but all men honoured ou£ Churchy as the 
moft Holy Mother of the people of God com- 

.. mitted to her, as well as the jppoft ftrenuous op- 
pofer of Antichrifi, and the chief bulwark of the 
* Reformation. And fo matters continued ; not a 
dog moving his tongue, or fowing the leaft feed 
of Schifm, or Diffention, to corrupt her. Till 
under the perfecution in Queen Mary's time, 
when, many flying (as it was to be expedted) 
into the Proteftant States abroad, there fettled 
themfelves into little Chapelries, or Churches, 
by permifiion of the Magiftrates, according to 
the order of the Common Prayer, and Service of 
the Church of England. Only, at Frankfort, 
one Fox, a man of a turbulent innovating fpirit, 
with others affociated to him, were drawn into 
fondnefs for Calvin's Plan, (Jchifmaiical, as it 

was> 



j?a$, -from : all Chr\ftian Churches fince -the 4pof- 
ties) and made themftlves a new farrago of 
£&£& Ikayers, as oppofite to the Englijb, and 
Sonfequently to thofe of .all the Primitive 
Churches y as they could deyife : which,, upon* . 
Queen Mary's death, they brought home witfc 
jhem : .and, in preaching and .writing, endea~ 
youred to force r or p aim upon the people; but 
yet, without any (Bre& r .&nd open Schijmi till ope 
Cartwrigbt, in a Theological ;Difputation hel# 
at Cambridge before the -Queen* [Elizabeth], 
Jbeiog rebuked i by »h$r for his unreafpnabk ai^di 
turbulent manner of conducing- himfelf \jy it r 
■thereupon went ®& % full fraught, with Jjpleenan<& 
fpite, to Calvin: from whence returning; witfr 
mew uken* added to his fibtforer, aod cwiTog; 
irefh disturbances, * he was . expelled his* College* 
^nd deprived of i^,MargareUfrofefforfhip f hjr 
Dr. WMtgifty who was head of the fame. Ccifiege; 
[Trinity] and Wee ^Chancellor vof the llnivtrfttyi 
[Whereupon, with others of his* own Calvini/iical 
•*aft, he Jaegan <to fet up his Novo-furjtafcittl 
:i^jMj-^IMh claffeiy coxventicles, &c. in avQweji 
•contqippt .-and rebellion againft the 'Ckwxffc* 
The.imoking brands of which; fire of Schifsa 
-being, blown up by the .tainted breath, of M& 
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followers, broke out, in half an age, into a 
flame that once fet three kingdoms into a 
blaze, brought one of the belt of Kings to the 
block, extirpated Epifcopacy, and the Peerage, 
fo as without the vifible interpofition of Provi- 
dence, there appeared no more hopes of their 
reftoration for ever. Neither are the coals of 
the old brands yet quenched, but they burn ftill 
tinder the embers of /edition, wherewith they 
are raked up, and threaten, yet, new and worfe 
fires, perhaps to the civil, but certaijily to the 
religious fiate of things among us j which God 
avert!" 

This good man did not live to fee the dif- 
memberirig of the Britiih empire, by the fe- 
paration of the American Colonies, begun and 
carried on by the fame party both here and 
there, to the lofs of fo many thoufand lives, 
' and the opprefling of the people with new and 
cndlefs burthens of taxes. So notorious was 
the cafe, that even the gentlemen of the army* 
who had an opportunity of making proper, ob- 
servations, and were properly difpofed to make 
• them, brought home this report with them to 
i the Mother country, that if the Church of 
"England had but obtained that timely fup- 
: ' port 
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port in the Colonies, for which it had fo often 
petitioned, the American rebellion had never 
happened: and if this government fhall be 
as remifs toward itfelf, in the Mother coun- 
try, as it has been toward the Colonies 
die fame evils will foon break ©vt at home. 
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